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TO THE 


READER. 


| Was unwillingly ingaged in the fol- 


lowing Diſpute ; but at laſt two or 

three Sheets were put to the Preſs, 
about a Year ago: and then meeting 
with an unexpetted interruption, it lay 
by ſo long, till the late great and happy 
Revolution, ſeemed to make Diſcourſes 
of this nature leſs neceſſary , than they 
were, when this was firſt undertaken. It 
had therefore perbaps lain for ever unfi- 
niſhed, if I bad not met with the Cata- 
logue of Treatiſes publiſhed againſt Po- 
pery #n the late Reign; but finding it 
there named , I thought my ſelf obliged 
to make good what bad been promiſed for 


3 me, 


: ud i A Een Ren IEA lb i Ions oe dl I no pn nat. 4h 


To the Reader. 

| me, though without my knowledge. [I 
| have indeavoured to make it as ſhort and 
plain as I could ; and hops 1 have made 
it appear, T hat the Proteſtant Way of 
Interpretipg Scripture, will give ws as 
much ſatisfaftion, as we need; but that 
the Papiſts , pon their own Principles, 
can be certait of nothing. 


ERRATA. 


P e 20, line 2, for againſt read amongſt, p. 3o. 1. 18, for faleneſs read 
alſeneſs, 
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- Kneroting Scriprure, ec. 


"HEN I _—__ ot a ſight of the Dia- 
logues that | paſſed for Yome 
time , under the Title of P 4 X 
VOBTIS, I little imagined that 
after it had lain ſo long negleRed, 

as it deſerves, ſo much ſtreſs ſhould be nowlaid upon 

ſd - ht and frivolous a Paper. 
as been hitherto ſuffered togoup and down with- 

Bi. -. Anſwer, not for any difficulty there was init, but 

becauſe no man could conceive that the World ſhould 

_ by deluded by ſuch a thin and rently El iece of 

" iſtry. The ar art is apparent ClOus, 

nd. the | le ſo ver Bong P and ale ark it does but 4ll 
xcchna. the ſeriouſneſs of the Matter. Yet I hear 
theſe empty toyiſh Dialogues are eſteemed by Tome 

— unan{werable ; A becauſe he has not Ms 
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been thought worth the conſidering, the Author of: 
them paſſes with ſome of his Party for ſuch a mighty 
Champion, that they begin to believe there is not a 
Man to be found, hardy enough to look him in the 
face, When ingeed it is nothing but the weakneſs of 
his Perforgaance that has hichertg ſecured hin from a 
Reply ; andmothing bur 'the infolent Braggs of his 


pretended Admirers , can make one neceſſary , or ſo 


much as excuſable now. Burt for fear the Confidence 


of theſs Men ſhould op upon the calineſs and 


creduljty. of others, I Thail make ſome ſhaxt RgfleQi- 

ons on the Book it ſelf; and then examine the Funda- 

mental Principle upon whzch he proceeds; and if 

that be taken away, all the Cavills, that are built up- 
it, will fall to the ground of themſelves. 


on 
7 The Book was ſeat abroad under.the Mock-Title 


of PAX VOBIS, or GOSPEL aud LIBERTY: 
againſt Antient and Modern Papiits. By E.G. Preacher 


of the Word, - It conſiſts of a Preface, and certain Dj- 


alogues. And here, if it were worth the while, I might 
take notice how he hampers himſelf jn a plain gon- 
tradiQtion at the very beginning: for in the ſecond 
Line of the Preface, he bids the Chilaren of the Refor- 
mation, to whom it is direQted, Reach their hang to 
receive this Treatiſe : and the very firſt words of the 


Treatiſe are ; I have read your Preface. So that in the. 


learned Preface it is implied that the Treatiſe was 
writfrſt; and in the very entrance of the Tregtiſe it 
1s ſupp! ſed that the Preface was not only written, but 
publiſhed and read too,. before one word of that wiſe 


Diſcourſe had paſſed, which is ſo notably repreſent- 
ed jn the ſeven Dialogues, which. make up that 
much admired and celebrated Treatiſe. I cannot tell 
how things may be adjuſted; to me the Caſe ſeems ex. 
ceeding intricate, and if a difference fhould chance 


ro 
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: of Interpreting Scripture; 
to ariſe the iſſae of this Author's Brain, abont 
the Rights iture, they would ſtand in need 
of a more Infallible than himſelf todeterminethe 
Controverſie. But this 1s not the only inſtance where- 
in he has ſhewn himſelf a Man of wonderful Art, 
and therefore I ſhall make no farther Remarks upon 


Kt. 
The Perſons who are brought in ſpeaking, t 
all the Dialogues, go under the names of ax and 
mael, Iſaac 1s re ted like a bold dapper fleering 
Fellow, by Profeflion, of the Reformed Church, in 
ſhew a Libertine , but in reality a dowaright Papiſt, 
Iſhmael is ſet up for a kind of an honeſt ſimple Church 
of England Man, that would fain defend himſelf, if he 
could ; but the other is ſo pert upon him, and aſſaults 
him fo briskly at every turn , that-the poor thing is 
utterly confounded ; he knows not what to think, but 
gapes, and ſtares, as if he were in a Maze. 
Fax is always clattering about his ears with This «nd 
that is Scripture interpreted by ſuck or ſuch a Man of ſound 
- 7 , therefore This and That, or what you pleaſe is 

the Dottrine of the Reformation. This is the Summ of 
all he has to ſay ; only he is continually trifling with 
it, and gives it you over and over again ſeveral times, 
in almoſt every page of the whole Book. Which is 
enough to tire the moſt patrent Reader; and to a man 
of Senſe makes no pleaſanter Muſick than an idle Boy 
that lyes drumming on the head of an empty Barrel - 
he only loads your ears with the nauſeous Repetition 
of the ſame dull inſignificant Noiſe. 

He all along a a certain Pleafantneſs of hu- 
mour, as he imagines ; but it is indeed no better than 
meer impertinent Battology. His Droltery is mean 
and vulgar, without any variety, ſo much as of the 
Phraſe; there is Nothuog = either ſharp or ſurpri- 
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The Proteſtant and Popiſh Way 

ſing; Nothing that can be' any way diverting, but: 
only that I/axc is painted always grinning ,' as well 
becomes a Perſon of his Wit and CharaQer ; which: 
is the only Decorum he has ever obſerved. It were 
an eaſie matter to expoſe the Man; and if he had not 
done it ſufficiently Himſelf, make him appear as Ridi- 
culous, as He has endeavoured to repreſent the Pro- 
teſtant Rule of Faith. But {ſo much merriment, which 
might be excuſed on ſome other occaſions, would be: 
highly incongruous, if not profane, in fo ſacred and 
ſerious an Argument. . He muſt not therefore expe&Q 
to be ar/wered according to his Folly.. I have often ad- 
mired, when TI have been told with what a ſtrange 
Applauſe theſe Dialogues were received, by ſome of 
Thoſe that account Themſelves the only Catholicks. 
But, I muſt confeſs, I can ſcarce believe they could 
ſeem agreable to any, that had the leaſt Senſe of True 
Piety- TH 3-0 ip | 
\ The Deſign is to-reduce ſuppoſed Hereticks to the 
Communion of the Church of Rowe,out of which they 
think thereis no Salvation; and the whole Diſcourſe 1s 
concerning the Interpretation of the Holy Scriptures ; 
one of the moſt weighty Points, and of the- greateſt 
importance to our-common Chriſtianity; Now. to ſee 
a Man do nothing but toy and fleer, and not torhave 
ſo-much as one ſerious, Word, all the-while He is 
ſpeaking of ſo Divine' a Subject, as that! is; can be 
approved - by None, | but Thoſe that have! loſt very 
much of that Religious reſpe& that is:due to Sacred 
Things. However, They that are wont to be ſo ex- 
ceeding impatient at any thing that does but look like 
Jeſting, and that too, where the Matter. is ſo very 
Comical that it can ſcarce be mentioned- without 
Yrovoking a {mile ; they that cannot indure to hear 

me pretty Tale, or ftrange Miracle recited ho of 

; their 


. of Interpreting Scripture. 

their own Legends, ſhould at leaſt be ſo impartial as 
to admoniſh- their Writers to uſe greater Caution, 
and expreſs more Reverence, . when they are treating 
of the Word of God... 

But yet, it may be, this Author's Lightneſs might 
have been better excuſed, he might have been pati- 
ently ſuffered to enjoy the pleaſure of his Imaginary 
Victories , if he tad brought any thing that look*d 
like a ſolid Argument : But the Vanity is unpardon- 
able when he triumphs ſo gloriouſly in his own Con- 
ceit, laughs at his Adverſary , and inſults over him 
with ſo much Scorn';; and yet is not able to bring the 
leaſt Shew of any ſubſtantial Proof againſt. him 
Nothing but one {light Threadbare Fallacy, that runs 
through every Line of the whole Diſcourſe. To 
make it appear that this is the plain Caſe betwixt 7- 
ſaac and Iſmael, I ſhall take but a very ſhort View of 
the Preface and Dialogues ; . and then conſider the 
Principle upon which his ſtrange Confidence is built. 
. He begins:his Preface to the (Children of the Reforma- 
tion, thus : :Be, not concerned to know whoſe Hand it is 
that holds the, Link, but follow the Light it gives: Reach 
your - Hand to,receive this Treatiſe which marks the 
Shore, where the Ark of our Reformation, ſhattered by 4 
Deluge of Troubles, may reſt ; which is a Holy Liberty to. 
all and each Perſon to believe, or not believe, att or not 
act as he pleaſes, with a ſafe (onſcience, according to the 
Principles of our Reformation,  'T his 1s pretty well for 
the firſt Stroke. Afterwards He -comes to tell you. 
that, This is the Scope and End. of his folloving Treatiſe, 
that, whereas our Rule of Faith, as, ſays He, I will prove 
by the unanimous Conſent of our whole Reformed Church, 
i Scripture or God's written Word, as interpreted by each: 


Perſon of Sound Judgment. That every one ought- 


to be permitted to belive what He pleaſe : — That it is, 
quite 


wi 
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The Proteſtant and Popiſh Way 


| quite againit the ſpirit of Reformation t6 cenſure, oppoſe, 
or blame the Doftrine or Tents of any Congregation , or 
bee 
, 


of awy Dottor of the Reformed © that ay 
Dottrine profeſſed by any Chriitian C I whatever 
(the Popiſh excepted) or that ever was delivered by any 
man of good Judgment of the Reformation, ſince the be- 
ginning of it, until this day, is as truly and yeally the 
Dottrine of the Reformation , as the figurative Preſence, 
or Kings Supremacy is. Here he acquaints us with the 
grand Deſign of this Noble Undertaking; and the 
reſt of the Preface, and all the Dialogues that follow 
it, are ſpent in nothing but idle-Deſcant-upon this 
Principle. That which he-is conſtantly attempting 
15 to make the Reformation look as contemptibly as 


© *tis poſſible; and to this purpoſe he. makes choice of 


an Aſertion, which, if rightly underſtood, we ſhall 
not deny.; and when he has willfully, I believe, mi- 
ftaken the-meaning of it, he draws a very wiſe Con» 
ſequence from it, and then almoſt ſplits his Spleen 
with laughing at-this lucky Invention, that came in- 
to his head I know not how. But it muſt be confe(- 


:{ed he has taken the moſt effeQual courſe to render the 


int his own Coat. But now; Enter Tſa«c an 
mael. | 

In the firſt Dialogue his Buſineſs is to perſwade us, 
that I's che DotFrine of the Reformation that we may 
with a ſafe (on{cience be to- day Proteſtants, to morrow 
Lutherans; in France Hugonots, in Hungary Antitri- 
nitarians , in Poland Socinians, and in London of 
Religion bat Popery. And now any man would ex et 
that this heavy charge ſhould be made good by ne 
authentick Teftimonies of all rhe Reformed Churches ; 
or at leaſt that it ſhould be ſhewn out of the Wri- 


Reformation ſufficiently ridiculous, by drefling ya 
d 


'tings of ſome of their approved Authors. But not a 


word 


| | | 


of * Interpreting Scripture. > 

word of this; all the-proof we can get from him here 
is, that ſome. of the firſt Reformers changed their 
Opinions in ſome things. And ſuppoſe they did; 
Have 80t many. of the Ramiſb Communion done the 
ſame? The Engliſh Liturgy has had ſome few Alte- 
rations made init, ſince it was firſt eſtabliſhed: And 
what then ? Have nat their Breviaries, and Miſlals, 
&c. undergone greater Changes than our Book of 
Common Prayer! This is a very feeble way of ar- 
guing, to bring that for a Proof, which indeed is 
none; or if it were, might be {ſo eaſily retorted upon 
himſelf. 

In the ſeeond he purſues the ſame Argument ; but: 
ſill proceeds , as . he does from the beginning to the 
_ upon the miſtaken Senſe of the Proteſtant Prin- 
CIÞPIE, 

iT n which in the Third he will have it 4 Do@rine P38: 25- 
of nf Reformation that any Woman or Trades-man has as 
mich power for to Preach and Adminiſter the Sacraments, 
8s the richeſt Biſbop in England. But to be fure he 
never forgets his Main Point : Believe what you P38: 23. 
pleaſe. 

And in the. Fourth he would perſwade us, 'tis the 
Dottrine of the Reformation that men may live as they 
pleaſe too; aS if we allowed as great a Licentiouſnels, 
and Corruption of Manners, as any of the Caſuiſtical 
Nivines of the Church of Rowe. 

| Ia the Fifth he retyras again to his Liberty of Be+ 
lieving any thing; and co faiten this upon us, he pro--. 
duces ſome {eattered imperke& Sentences , which he 
acknowledges we of the, Church of England do not - 
approve of-; and thele toa he generally perverts, di- - 
realy contrary to the Intent of thoſe very.Authors 
oy whence þC takes them, And after all for. fear 
thele ſhould net be enough to go bis buſineſs of rear. 


dring _ 
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The Proteſtant and Popiſh Way 
dring the:Reformation odious 'and ridiculous, he is 


fain' to pick up, and add to the number of his Quo- 


tations, ſome paſſages out of notorious Hereticks and 
Apoſtates , according'to his woated candour and-in- 
enuity. Rn | 
i In the Sixth, He will needs ſhew you how by the Prin- 
ciples of our Reformation, you can be as good 4 Papiſt as 
the Pope ; One Principle excepted : And what that is he 
tells us afterward.: Believe whatever you pleaſe of Pope- 
ry, provided you believe it, becauſe you judge Scripture 


it's true, and not becauſe the Pope or the Church ſays it ; 


youll never be a Papiſt but a Perfet# Reformed. Then 
He mentions ſome Things, wherein, He would have 
us think, the Church of Exglazd, and ſome Prote- 
ſtant Writers were perfe&tly agreed with the Church 
of Rome. But theſe make bur little to his Purpoſe; 
for ſuppoſe there were no other Points in difference be- 
wixt us; yet there is not one Inſtance of thoſe he has 
brought, wherein, when the Authors come to ex- 
plain themſelves farther, He will not find a very great 
Diſtance betwixt That which they allow, and the re» 
ceived Dofrine of the Romiſh Church. DOS | 

In the Seventh, after ſome Childiſh Refle&ions on 
the Kalendar, He falls upon the ſame Subje&-again, 
to which the ſame Anſwer = be ſufficient. - But 
that Iſaac may ſhew Himſelf no -Changling, He ſticks 
cloſe to his Beloved —_ pp ny 7 lieve m—_ 
Dottrine you wall, either Popery, Judaiſm, Prote , 
rriewiſm, or what elſe you pleaſe, provided you'j «I 
Scripture it i true, and that you believe it, nt becauſe this 
or that Church, Congregation, or Dottors believe it, 'but be- 
cauſe Yourſelf judges it to be true, Towl! be a true Child of 
the Reformation. And when He has ſpent a little more 
Chatt upon this, He returns again ito proving his 


Principle ; as if he were reſolyed to torment aſe" 
with 
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_ © Wipro Brque.' of 
with end{cfs-Repetitions 3-or that: he were conſcious -\' 
to himſelf 'that all he had ſaid about it before, was | 
title ro the purpoſe. Then he very gravely tells 

cel that his beit Way will be to lay Scripture aſide ; Pag. 35. 
and at laft he flides into a wild kind- of Diſcourſe of 
| Pageniſt The occaſion he takes is this : Dr. Stil- pap, g6, - 
; lingfleet , as all Proteſtants generally do, had charged 
the Church of Rowe with Idolatry, and written ma- 
ny things on that Argument,which never yet received 
any Anſwer, and Iam apt to believe never will. 
Upon this I/a«c, who is always ready with his Conſe- 

uences, infers for us: That ow Land therefore had in 

aganiſm as good 4 Religion, as it received by Auſtin in jbid. 
Popery. This we utterly deny : For if the Religion 
which was preached here by _1»ſtix the Mon, had 
been the very- ſame which is at this- day profeſſed-in 
the Rowan Communion; as it 15 evident in many par- 
ticulars it was not; yet, I ſay, If'it had ; we ſhould 
- ſtill have thought it far better than the moſt refined 
Paganiſm: Beeaule they ill retain-all-the-Articles-of 
the Antient -Catholick ' Faith;; ' ehoughy-mixed with 
many Corruptions of their own, -- But if, ſetting aſide 
what they do preſerve of the true Primitive Chriſtiani- 
* ty, the compariſon were tobe made between Paganiſm 
and thoſe Additions only they have-fince tneked ot ts 
their Creed;' it! might then-be an employment-wpr- 

thy the Pen of fuths Workman as Take? to let 'the 
World underſtand on which fide the advantage lyes. 

' But the -DoRor had-affirmed that the, Papers adored 
the true Gdd underithe'riame of Jupiter and hethat 
denies'it mult be! very little acquainted with the Hea- 
then Theology ; whit:ever he'be with the Chriſtian. 
The thing is evident 'enough from that place in the 
Acts, whierd -Arat4s-1s quoted by S” Paw; and any AF. 17; 
-one' that will but*confult the Poet himſelf, 'and the 
ca as C Scholialt 


bo The Proteſt ont - and Popiſh Way 
7d. Schdl. Scholiaft-upon him , will ſee he cannot be otherwiſe 
in Arat. underſtood: and the DoQtor had proved it at large, be- 


See Dr.Stil- yond all ContradiQtion, by great variety of Teſtimo- 


lingfl. Def. nies out of the beſt Authors, both ancient and mo- 
| ' dern : But J/azc, who ſeems to have at leaſt as much 
part 1. pag. averſion for Heathen Greek, as for Heathen fdolatry, 
6,8. &c. Very diſcreetly paſſes all this over, as if there had not 
one word been ſaid; and inſtead of anſwering, only 
ſtrives to exerciſe his Talent in his idle fleering way ; 
and ſo fets up the DoQtor for a great Advocate of Pa- 
Pag. go. | $ani/mn, and thinks that by changing (hriftianity for it, 
muy expedt to be his Holy Jupiter's High Prieft , i 
London Caperol, And as loonas he had left this ſting 
in the tail, he concludes his Book very abruptly, 
without ſo much as bidding his dear 1/Þbmael Adieu ; 
contrary to all the Laws of Di«logve. But if any 
ſach Revelution, as he dreams of, ſhould happen, and 
Heatheniſm- ſhould be reſtored again, (as it will be 
moneof his fault if it be not) he need not fear any Man's 
being preferred 'before him. He would be the fitteſt 
Votary for luch-an Altar : For befides his many excel- 
lent perſonal Qyalifications for an Arch-flamen, and the 
particular Services he has done the Cauſe ; Fortune 
beenalways obſerved to be very prodigal of her fa- 
yours to ſuch profound Sages as He. If either Merit 
.or good Luck wall de the-bufinels , *tis tento one on © 

Jfaac's ſide. For he is 1o-very judicious that he does | 
not -perceive that what he objets to the DoCor, re- 
fleas.no-eſs upon S* Pas/; who, it is plain, under- - 
Rovd Aratws.,. as he docs; and applyed that tothe 
2x48 Got which was ipoken :concerning Jupiter. So | 
that" all: the ſport he makes himſelf about Paganiſm 
will be found -in the conſequence of it, little'better - 
"than -downright Blaſphemy. But indeed at: his rate | 
of arguing; he, may as ſoon prove whom he plopſcs a | 
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"Pagan, as himſelf a Chriſtian 3 by any thing.that a 
reetsin theſe Dialgwes, And of this he faemxappee- 
henſive enough ; he could not forbear acquarnting us 

' what Opinion he thought the World was like ta have 
of him : his own Conſcience reminded him” what 
kind of Cenſures he might juſtly e - For, ſays he: 

As to my Religion, I doubt not my Readers will 
be divided in their Tudements of me; if a Papiit reads 
me, hell ſwear | am an Atheiſt == if a Proteſtant, 
he'll ſay, I am «a Papiſt, and that my arift is to caft dirt 

upon his Charch; the honeſt Quaker will ſay, I am apro- 

fone man; 'others perhaps will ſay I ans of no Religion, 
but 4 Deſpiſer of all. "This , I believe, 1s very-rightl 
eſſed: They that read him will - be apt to pa 
uch Judgments upon him, as he ſurmizes; and he 
knows beſt, and any one may ſee, what occaſion he 
'has given them to entertain ſuch thoughts of . hum., 
but how he will be able to excuſe himſelf. from any 
of theſe imputations, I leave it to him to-be conſider- 
ed of at his leiſure. | : 
There is indeed ſuch- a Vein of Profaneneſs , that 
diſtovers it felf' in the whole 'contexture: of his Dia- 
logwes, which ſcarce any-one could be guilty of, that 
were not, what he very reaſonably _ his Rea- 
ders will think him , a conceited ſcorn Ypiſe of 
all Religion. He :does 1o frequently : ſport himſe 
with an abuſive application of Scripture-expreſſions, 
that itis hard/to jurige whether his principal Defign 
were to ridicule the Reformation:, or 'the-Buble : .Buit 
it is certain, the trifling way jan which he treats them, 
argues a very - greatycontempt of both. Every-leaf 
affords us Inſtances of this ;- will mention but.one or 
two. When 1/bme! was' not fatisfied-that IF a'/illy 
Woman, Cobler , or other Traiet-men, rea Scripture, 
and give their Senſe of it, that MI the _— 
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of the Reformation: Iſass replies with: the gouelt 
hrs 6d ry jo as'much real Scorn 


. and Deriſion as is: poſſible ; as, his -uſual manner is : 
Do not limit God's infinite goodneſs, by meaſuring his 
mercies towards his Creatures, . with your narrow apprehen- 
frons : Take notice, he: ſays, be bas choſen the weak and 
' contemptible of the World, for to confound the ſtrong ones : 
T. confeſs. unto you, | Father , that *you have hid theſe 
things, &c. It is enough' to occaſion ſomething of 
- horror in any ſober Chriſtian , -to think that the 7nfi- 
nite. ( s and Mercies of Almighty God, and hi 
Holy Word ſhould be thus: ſhamefully. expoſed by 
ſuch anidle {coffing Companion. ' But to omit many 
- more, there is one Paſſage which, I believe, no Man 
can read, and I wonder how he could write it with- 
Yout Trembling. . mae had told him plainly: 4// 
that your Diſconrſe drives at , by what I can perceive, is 
either to beat me from the Reformation, by ſhewing me the 
abſurdity of its Rule of Faith ; or oblige me to believe 
ſcandalous and blaſphemous Tenets, as neceſſary Sequels 
ons:of that Rule.” And he cannot deny that that is ap- 
parently the. Drift: of all the impertinent Tattle that 
makes up his ſever Dialogues. - But what Anſwer does 
. iveto this? 'Why, ſays he; The Lord, who is the 
earcher of Hearts, knows, you miſconſter my Intentions ; 
He makes.the moſt ſolemn: Appeal to the Divine\Om- 
niſcience:;. 4n'.the: moſt Sacred! expreſſions, ;for' the 
voucking;:ofiithati which. flatly :eontradifts his own 
Conſcience: '' For that can tell' him , ' and'that God, 
whom--he- invokes ſo: petncagunoully , does know, 
that what he. rakes J/2»vae/to ſpeak, is the-very truth; 


that his: whole Diſcourſe is lictle elſe but one continu- + 

-, ed Irotiy ;/*and thatthe;oply.Defign of it,, is to laugh 

Men' out 'of their Religion, and draw them over tp 

the .Church. of .Kowe., by charging the Provelies | 
"0s Kule 


SD WW = T7 WW. 
” 


of Interpreting Scripture. 
Rae of Faith with the greateſt Ab/urdities he could poſ- 


ſibly deviſe. And he that dares thus baldly call God 


to witneſs that which Himſelf knows, and all the 
World ſees, is moſt certainly falſe, ſeems to have loſt 
all Senſe of the Deity, and is advanced ſome degrees 
beyond that Licentiou{neſs,and Paganiſm too, which he 
very induſtriouſly, though without any Succeſs, ſtrives 
to prove very ecalily deducible from the Prigciples of 
the Reformation. + 
After this the uncharitable, Cenfures he paſſes upon 
Proteſtants may ſeem but' a flight. and Venial Sia : 
He that is not afraid opealy to atfront Almighty God, 
will be little concerned for the ſevereſt,. and moſt un- 
juſt. Refleftions he can make upon his Neighbour. 
But to ſhew his kindneſs, he tells us, that W- are /o 
far from gry Smack of Hypocriſie , that you. ſball not 
ſee in all London the leaſt appearance of Vertue. He 
that will not diſcover ſo much. as this, in that Great 
City, muſt look upon it with a very ſpightful, and 
malicious Eye. God be praiſed, there are many Ex+ 


* amples-there of a. truely 'Sober and, Chriftian -Life. ; 


and if all be ngt ſuch, we heartily lameat it ;. though 
I belieyeit is, no more than other. populous Places arg 
guilty of; and if he had pleaſed, he might as reaſona7 
bly haye levelled the ſame Objetion againſt all the 
great Societies of Men 4n the World, » Were I mind- 
ed to-1mate his raſh way of Judging, I could requits 
tum with a. large Relation of the» Lewdneſſes, that 


| bave been commonly praftiſed in Rowe. itlelf;,and 


tel-him of ſome: Religious Houſes, and: whale, Coun 
treys, that have adhered tg that Church, zwhere the 
Laaſeneſs of their Lives -has been. more:Catholick, 
than their Faith ; and all this atteſted,, beyond Deny+ 
al by their own Authors. But I. do not like his Phat: 
ſaical way of juſtifying ourſelyes, by Feprovetnng > 

: therss 
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. ruption of humane Nature, | 
. reformed by any. Therefore to inſiſt upon this, 
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| thers. The Scandalous living of ſome of all Religi- 

. ons, proves thing ——_— 5 but the great Cor- 
at 


will not always be 


in a matter of Diſpute, is but a frivolous thing, at 


- the beſt ; for a true-DoQtrine will be true ill, not- 


withſtanding the unſutable Lives of thoſe that profeſs 
it. However I muſt needs commend J/azc*s Ingenuity, 
that was ſo wiſe as to underſtand his own Talent, 
and having thruſt himſelf into a Controverſie, chooſes 


: the Weapon he was beſt able to manage, and ſo makes 


Railing ſerve inſtead of Argument, and contents him- 
{elf with aſperſing thoſe he cannot confute. 

Moſt of the ſecond hand Quotations, He makes -uſe 
of, are muſtered up upon the fame grand Defign, of 
endeavouring to blemiſh the whole Reformation, by 
imputing unto- it many groſs Corruptions, both in 
Doarine and PraQtice. .'To examin them all would 
be a very troubleſome and unneceſſary Labour : for 
whatever the private Opinions of Lather or Calvin or 
any man elſe may be, we eſteem ourſelves no more 0- 
bliged to imbrace them as Articles of our Belief, 'than 
He thinks himſelf bound to receive all' the Pofitions 
which Bellarmine, Perron, or the Sorbonne have at any 
time-advanced for undoubted Do&trines of the Catho- 
lick-Church. - And toſhew you how often he miſtakes 
the Scope of his Authors, and defend their true Senſe 
againſt his little Cavills, would engage me in ſo ma- 
ny tedious Digreſſions, nothing at all to the main Pur- 
poſe; that Ithink it very unreaſonable that either I or 
my Reader-ſhould be forced to undergo ſo ſevere a 
Penance, for '#aar's Impertinence. It may be ſufhi- 
cient therefore only to obſerve by the way, that many 
if not all the Paſſages he has produced out of ſome Pro- 


j*-ſtant Writers, by which he attempts to diſcredittheir 


Religion, 
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Religion, are taken upon truſt from Mr, Beerely; 
and if he had rot, by very good Luck, publiſhed his 
= , our Pax Vobu Dialogues, as well as 'ſome 0- 

ny doe many choice Embelliſhments. 1 
will giveyou a Knot of them as they lie together : 
Muſculus learned Lutheran, writes thus ; Thus it i Pag. 40. 
with us at preſent, that if any be deſirous to ſee egreat rabble Brerely A. 
of Kpaves, turbulent Spirits, deceitful Perſons, Cozeners, pol. p. 59". 
and debauched Men, let him go to a City where the Goſpel 
is purely preached, and he ſhall find them by multitudes ; 
for it's more manifeſt than the Day-Light, that never were 
there more unbridled and unruly Peo J among the Turks 
"and Infidels, than the Profeſſors of the Reformed Goſpel. 
Luther himſelf ſays 5 much; The World grows daily worſe pag, 40. 
and Men are now more Covetous, Revengeful, and Licen- Brerely p. 
tious than they were in Popery. Mr. Stubs ſays no leſs ; 4'+: 
After my Travels round about all England, 1 found the 6G: - 
People 12 moſt Parts Proud, Malitions, Ambitious, and ; --, Y Þ- 
Careleſs of gaod Works. Mr. Richard Gefery, in his Ser- pag. at. 
mon at S. PauPs-Croſs, Printed Anno 1604. I may free- Brerely p, 
ly ſpeak what I have plainly ſeen, that in Flanders never 589. 
was there more Drunkenneſs, in Italy more Wantonneſs, 
#1 Jury more Fhypacrifie, in Turky more impiety, in Tar- 
tary more Iniquity, than ts prattiſed generally in England, 
and particularly in London. I have taken theſe Four, 
as 1 found them all together, without adding or di- 
miniſhinga Syllable. the Margent T have referred 
to the places in Mr. Breerely where they may be eaſi- 
ly ſeen and compared; and where any one that 
takes pleaſure in. diſcovering Petty-Larciny, and is 
not unwilligg to be.at the Trouble, may at any time 
be furniſhed with plenty. of Inſtances in the ſame kind. 
1n: theſe T have choſen out of:the reſt, _/aac is very 
careful to keep cloſe to his Voucher, {cldgm varyin 
in the leaſt from the Tranſlation of the Apologiff, an 


to 
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tobe ſure never adding a Word'more than he found 


there. "And to make it evident , altnoſt to a Demon- 


.Nration, that he never vouchſafed to conſult the Au- 


thors themſelves; beſides the wonderful Harmony be- 


' twixt him and Brerely, He pitches upon Some which, 


I am pretty confident, he gever. ſaw in all his life. 


Luther and Muſculus are names that muſt needs have 
. come to his Ears, and ſome of their Works, *tis poſ- 


ſible, he may have ſeen; but for Stuvs and Jeffrey let 
him affirm, if he dares, that he ever knew any. more | 
of them, than- what he found laid up to his hand in 

that common Store-houſe ; and which, to be juſt to 
him, he has copied out very faithfully. But for what 


. end he has done it, I cannot conjeQure ; for ſuppoſe 


that a looſe Converſation were, as he imagines, exce- 
ption enough againſt the truth of a Doctrine; and 
that we ſhould confeſs the charge, which he' cannot 
prove; and that his own" Church could plead not 
Guilty, which, I believe, he will not be over forward 
to maintain ; and that popular InveCQtives againſt ſuch 
Vices, as have been always too common, might. be 
allowed for an exat Hiſtory of the Times, which no 
Wiſe Man , before Iſaac, ever thought : yet for all 
'this, it muſt certainly be a piece of the _ Inju- 
ſtice to condemn the preſent Age, for the fins of their 
great Grandfathers; and execute the Credit. of this 
Generation, when the youngeſt Evidence” that is 
brought againſt it is upward of Fourſcore. © What 
pity 'tis that we want a Brerely the Second! That M* 
Stubs ſhould happen to write in Queen Elizabeth's 


OR. the 15" days.! and that it ſhould be Eighty four Years, almoſt 


1604, 


cormpleat, lince M* Richard Jeffrey preached before my 
Lord Mayor !'What hard ſhifts Men put themſelves 
to, when they-are reſolved to find any pretence to vi- 
lify their Brethren'! 


But 


of Interpreting Scripture. 
- © But I ſhall paſs over theſe, and the: other Quotati- 


-ons he has borrowed of Mr. Brerely, without any far- 
ther inquiry about them ; and conſider one, which, I 


believe, is properly his own. He repeats it in almoſt, e- 
very Leaf, and it isthemain Hinge on which he makes 
the Controverſie to tura; if you rob him of this, 
-you utterly ruine his whole Deſign. He lays it down 
boldly for the grand Principle ot all the Reformation ; 
-andoften fixcs it in particular upon the Church of Exg- 


land; and in one place he tells you it is z the ſixth of pag. 20. 


our thirty nine Articles, where he makes us to ſpeak 
thus : We have no other Rule of Faith, but Scripture, 
as each Perſon of ſound Fudgment in the Church under- 

Hands it, and what is proved by it, Tn what ſenſe we 

could admit of this Rule, he has made for us, ſhall 

be conſidered hereafter; in the mean time it muſt ar- 

gue a very ftrange degree of aſſurance, when a Man 
can have the face to reter to a particular paſſage in 
thoſe Articles that are 1a every ones hands ; when it 
is apparent as the Sun , that there are no ſuch Words, 
nor any like them , neither in the Sixth, nor any 0- 
ther of all the Thirty nize. In that he pretends to recite, 
there is not a ſyllable of Each Perſon of ſound Jude- 
"ment ; the very SubjeCt of it is not concerning the 1. 
terpretation, but the Sufficiency of the Scriptures. For 
that which our Church reaches us in that place is no- 
thing but this ; that Holy: Scripture containeth all things 
neceſſary to Salvation : ſo that what-ever is uot read there= 
in, 'nor may be proved thereby, is not to be required of an 
man, that it ſhould be believed as an Article of the Faith, 
or be thought requiſite or neceſſary to Salvation. The reſt 
of the: Article tells us only 'what Books we receive for 
(anonical-Now let any one compare the words asI have 
truly joe them, with thoſe that Tas: hgs hammgr'd 
out of his own Brain; and then judge what a truſty 
D Champion 
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Champion he is like to prove. Rcally *tis a very fe-. 


vere Tryal of a man's Patience to be. condemned to the 
drudgery of expoſing ſuch ſhameleſs palpable forgeries ; 
eſpecially when he conſtantly treats us with ſo much 
Scorn and Deriſion, as is ſcarce to be equalled by wy 
thing, but the impudence of the Author, and weakne 
of his Argument. It may beeaſily gueſſed what ſince- 
rity he has uſed in his other Quotations, by the exaCt- 
neſs he has ſhewn in this; where the cheat may be pre- 
ſently deteQed by every Engliſh Reader. And there- 
fore when he makes all other Proteſtant Churches to 
maintain the ſame Principle, I think it may be done 
with the like Fidelity. I have made ſome ſearch, and 
cannot meet with any ſuch Expreſſions, as he tells us of, 
intheConfeſſion of any Reformed Church in Exrope ; if 
he knows where they are to be found, I defire he 
would be pleaſed to direft us to the Place. .Tf he 
refaſe me this kindneſs, as I know he will, then he 
mult excuſe us, if we ſuſpe& him for dealing fraudu- 
lently here too; and 160k upon him, for ever hereafter, 
as one that has been ſetup to ridicule 'the Proteſtant 
Religion , with a few Antick Mimical Tricks, at the 
Expence of his Honour and Conſcience. - | 

But if we ſhould be fo civil to him, .as to grant 
that he has ſpoken-nothing but Truth; and ſuppoſe, 
for the preſent, -that he had uſed the: fame fanthfub 
neſs in fetting down the Article , &c; as he-has done 
in tranſcribing Mr.” Brerely.; \yet Þ cannot perceive 
how he will be able wholly to free his own Church, 
from thoſe very Inconveniences he ſtrives to charge 
upon Ours. The Proteſtant Rule of - Faith , as. he 
ſays, # Scripture, as each Perſon of ſound Judement: un» 
der ſtands it, He cannot tell us of one Protei#ant Church 
that has expreſs'd it ſelf in theſe terms. However to 


gratihe 1/aac, let it be ſo: What then? Why then, : 


ſays. 


< 


. 


. 
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of Titerpreting Scripture; 
fays/he, Whatever any Mak of ſound Judgment has ever 
onvle to be the Senſe rb ng w/w allowed to be 
the DotFrine of the Reformation. By the Man of ſound 
Judgment he always underſtands every Proteſtant of 
any Denomination whatſoever. And by this Device 
he thinks he has us faſt enough ; and imagines that. 
he can make the whole Reformation guilty of the 
moſt abfurd and contradictious Opinions, that ever 
were vented, or that he can pretend to have been 
vented, by any one of all thoſe that have refuſed 
Communion with the Church of Rome, from Luther's 
time to this day. And are we not like to be finely 
repreſented now , when ſuch a flippery Companion 
as 1/azc ſhall not only undertake to make Principles, 
but muft needs be drawing of Conſequences for us 
too ?- This muſt be confeſſed to. be ſomething hard, 


' and unequal Dealing; but yet'if we ſhould yield him 


all he deſires, and allow that he has laid down the 
Proteitant Rule of Faith, with all the ſincerity ima+ 
ginablez; and that the: Conſequence he has: drawn 
from it is firm and undeniable; yet the Church of 
Rome is like to gain but little Adyantage by 4t: - For 
either they have ſome Rule of Faith; in which they 

re all agreed, or they have not: If they have nor, 


the of -Infallibility is. come-to nothing; and | 


they muſt not pretend lo to: be built u 

ack: If ET Bp _ ſuch Rule, then the nooſt 
abſurd-and impious Opiaions - that ever have been 
maintained by any of thoſe that receive that Rae, as 
all Papiſtsare ſuppoſed to de, miiſt be acknowledged 
to be the-DoQrnne. of the. Church-of Rowe; by the 
fame way of arguing that {ax would havethe Opi- 
nion of 'every Proteſtant in the World, to be the Do+ 
Arine of 'the whole Reformation.” - And then all rhe 
lewd; mimoral, 40d liceritions Reſolutions of their 
ro D 2 Caſuiſts ; 


© 
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Caſuiſts; all the turbulent Antimonarchical, and Ido-- 
latrous Tenents that have been propagated againſt 
them by any of their Canoniſts, School-men, or 0- 
ther Writers, muſt paſs for the DoCtrine of their 
Church. If it ſhould be replied that they do not 
think themſelves bound to detend the peculiar Senti- 
ments of private DoCtors ; becauſe, though the Rule, 
by which they are to be guided, be never ſo true and 
certain in it ſelf, yet they, every one of them, may be 
extreamly miſtaken in the application of it: 'The 
know that we are wont to plead the ſame thing ; this 
therefore will excuſe Us from the imputation of any 
ſtrange Opinions, that may have been held by ſome 
of Our Communion, as effeQually as it can free them 
from the guilt of thoſe dangerous Errours that have 
been taught, and zealouſly promoted, by the greateſt 
Men of Theirs. So that hitherto we ftand, at leaſt, 
upon equal Terms; nay, IT am ſure, any miſ-applica- 
tion of the Rule is far more pardonable in a Church 
that never thought her ſelf Infallible; than it can be 
in that that pretends to be fo. 

_ ſſa«c is ſomething ſenſible that his Argument might 
be retorted upon: him in ſome ſuch manner as this ; 
and therefore he takes all the care he can to prevent 
the Objection. For, ſays he; Be pleaſed to obſerve the 
differente betwixt Popery,” and our Reformation; the Rule 
of Faith in Popery, '#s Seriptnre, as Taterpreted by the 
Pope and (ouncil, or their Church; they will admit no 
other ; conſequently xo Doitrine is to be called Popery, but 
what u' judged by the Pope, and his Church, or Council, to 
be the Senſe of Scripture; and if any Dottoar,” or Unis 
verſity holds any Senſe contrary to theirs, it is to be called 
the Dottrine of that particular Perſon, and not the Do- 
frine of the Popiſh Church, becauſe their Rule of Faith 
zs not Scripture as interpreted by any Perſon of found Judg- 

| ment, 


of Interpreting Scripture. 

ment, but as Interpreted by their Pope, and Council, This 
is the way by which he thinks to defend the Papiſts, 
from the grand abſurdity he every where preſſes upon 
the Proteſtants; and this indeed 15 now become the 
common Evaſion. Tell them of Doctrines that have 
been generally receiv'd by them ; bring the moſt ex- 

reſs Words of their molt learned, and approved Au- 
thors, the moſt admired by the People, and incoura- 
ged by their Superiours; nay ſome of them Canoni- 
zed too; they can eaſily blow away all theſe; and 
whatever any or all of them held, when they pleaſe, 
it ſhall be but the Opinion of a private Door : 
they will hear of nothing for the DoQtrine of their 
| Church, though it has paſſed never fo long, not only 
without a Cenfſure , but withthe higheſt Approbati- 
on, unleſs we can ſhew it has been formally confirm- 
ed by the great Names of Pope and Coxncil. If you 
talk of any thing leſs, they make lamentable Com- 

laints of being Mz:/repreſented; 1o that, as the matter 

as been managed by them of late, it is much eaſier 
to confute almoſt any Point of Popery, than to make 
them confeſs what it is. Well! Let us ſee however 
how bravely I/azc will defend his Church againſt the 


force of his own Conſequence. The Proteſtant Rule of 


Faith, ſays he, is Scripture as each Perſon of ſound Jude- 
ment under ftands it ; therefore whatever Luther or Calvin 
'or any other of ſound Judgment, that owns this Rule, have 
taught or may teach , muſt be the Doftrine of the Refor- 
mation. This I am forced to repeat fo often, is the com- 
-pleat Epitome of all the ſeven Dialogues; and if this 
ſhould not prove good Logick , there is not a Dram 
of ſenſe in them. To make the Experiment, we will 
try how the Conſequence will fit when *tis applied to 
the other ſide. The Rule of . Faith in Popery, as Iſaac 


tells us, is Scripture as Interpreted by the Pope and C = 
cil ; 


21 
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cil; Therefore, by his own way of inferring, Whatever 
Thomas, or Suarez, or any other of ſound Judgment, 
that owns this Rule , have taught , or may teach, muit be 
the Dottrine of the Church of Rome. This, I believe, 
he will be very unwilling to yield ; but there's no Re- 
medy, he muſt be forc'd to do it, by his own Argu- 
ment. The Inference, from both Rules, is made exp 
atly in the ſame way; and he that can diſcern the 
leaſt Difterence muſt be a Man of a more than ordi- 
nary ſubtilty. If he think to excuſe his Church by 
ſaying, that their Authors may .miſtake the Senſe of 
the Pope and Council; he cannot be fo ignorant, but 
that he muſt know that we believe, that ours toa 
may ſometimes miſtake the ſenſe of the Scripture ; And 
he 1s not ſo partial but that he may ſee that the ſame 
Anſwer will bring one ſide off, as fairly as the om 
But honeſt 7/azc is not at all apprehenſive of the dan- 
ger of the deſperate ſtroke he has made ; he is perpe- 
petually ſneering, ' and ſeems wonderful jocant ; he 
pleaſes himſelf with the conceit that he has caught a 
Proteſtant; but I would wiſh him to have a care it 
does not prove a Tartar, If he will not quietly let go 


the hold he thinks he has got of the Reformed, he 
ſhall quickly underſtand that he has taken the Rowifb 


Church in the ſame Nooſe. This alone might be ſuf- 


ficient to ſhew the weakneſs, and inconſequence of * 


the only Argument'he brings againſt us; if it can do 


any hurt; itis to none but the Popiſh Cauſe,. and we 


have more reaſon to pity, than to fear ſuch an unskil- 
fuland unfartunate Combatant, that direRs a furious 
Blow at: his Adverſary, that flides_off: without any 
harm'dane, but gives himſelf a Mortal Wound. : + 

- | AndhereI might takemy leave of 1/azc; and diſmiſs 
this Argument. But I find the [xterpretation of Scripture 
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of Interpreting Scripture. 


/ our Popiſh Writers delight to exerciſe their Pens. A- 


\ mong other little Eſſays on the ſame Subje&, I have 


tn LO IND 


ſeen one ſet out not long fince by Mr. P. which be- 
cauſe it is ſo like J/aac's in the main Deſign, I cannot 
let paſs without taking ſome Notice of it. He calls 
it, A full and clear Expoſition of the Proteſtant Rule of 
Faith. With an excellent dialogue laying forth the large extent 
of true Proteſtant Charity, againſt the Uncharitable Papiſts. 
This is juſt ſuch another Mock Title, as his brother 


| J/aac had male uſe of to recommend his Dialogues ; 
' and it is the onely one that I find in my Book. But 


% 
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it ſeems He has ſeveral Faces to clap upon this little 
Treatiſe, for fear of Diſcovery. For He tells us in an 4d- 
vertiſement at the latter End, that, He has been obliged 


| prefix _—_— Titles to this ſhort Diſcourſe. And what 


occaſion ſhould there be for that I wonder ? why, it 
is, by reaſon of the Endeavours he has experienced to be 


uſed by Proteſtant Miniſters to keep ont of the Peoples hands 
all Books and Papers, which might contribute to the diſ< 


' abuſing a Nation, the moſt = ed upon this day in Chriſt 
' endome, Tf this be all, He | 
a Diſguiſe ; No body had been frighted, if he had ap- 


ad no need of walking in 


peared in his own Likeneſs. And as for keeping Books 


Bar Papers ont of the Peoples hands ; He knows that 


their People are forbid to look into any-of ours, under 


© penalty ofa ſevere Cenlure;'they dare as well read the 


Bible without Licence; as the Writings of Hereticks. 
But we that allow and exhort them 'to-ftudy the Scri- 
ptures, think that they may there ſee ſo much of the 


; truth of the Religion we profeſs, that we are not afraid 


' to truſt them with the peruſal of Popiſh Authors ; 


only adviſing them not to ſuffer themſelves to be pre- 
vai = by any Tpecious ſhow of Argument, wirh- 


; out conſulting thoſe who may be better able to diſcern 
| the Fallacy, than rhey can be generally ſuppoſed to 
| he, 
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be. But asfar Mr. P. he may hereafter ſave himſelf 
the trouble of different Titles ; if. a Man may judge of 
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the reſt by this, we need not be ſollicitous ro keep.his | 


Writings owt of our Peoples hands, No; it may be | 


ſome confirmation to a Proteſtant in his Religion, 
when after ſo much boaſting, he ſhall find ſo little 
{aid againſt 1t. 


The full and clear Expoſition, as he calls it, conſiſts | 


of Three Parts. The Firſt, beſides ſome perſonal 


RefleRions, only acquaints us with ſome Differences ® 


there have been among Proteſtants, and ſome hard 
words {ome of them have given one another ; which 
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if he have related never ſo impartially, our Cauſe is ? 


no more concerned-1n it, than his. 


 'TTheSecond he calls, The Great Extent of Proteſtant 2 
Charity; Or , a DIALOGUE between Eudoxius azd * 


Ll 


Philautus, concerning the Proteſtant Rule of Faith ; 


ſbewing it to be an Inlet not only to all Hereſie, but even | 


to Turciſm, Judaiſm, and Atheiſm itſelf. Here are a 
great many things boldly undertaken ; and you muſt 
believe they are all demonſtrated in the compaſs of 


four Leaves in Quarto. This is ſomething more © 
ſtrange-than Homer”s 1iads in a Nutſhell. I gueſs he 3 


might be encouraged to this brave Attempt, by the 


miſtocles could not fleep ſometimes, the Glories of the 


ment : He argues inthevery ſame way. You ſhall 


obſerve any Difference, but only that he is a great ' 
deal ſhorter, and not quite ſo Airy ; his Eudoximus \ 
does not prattle altogether ſo flippantly as 1/aac. But 3 
there is abundant amends made for that ; He has out- © 
Jhbor him in his own Bow, I don't remember that - | 


' | ſaac | 


- 
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great reputation that 1/aac had won before him.” The- 
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Marathonian Field ran fo in his Head. He never men- 7 

tions his name, but he goes upon the ſame Principle | 

with 1/aac : Scripture 4s underſtood by every Sound {ud > 
Carce 


of Interpreting Scripture. 
Tſaxc carried the Buſineſs any farther than Paganiſm; 
But Mr. P's Ewdoxizs leads about his Proteſtant by 
the Noſe, till he has brought him as far as Atheiſm. 
But I wonder how he drew him thither : The Prote- 
ſtant, He confeſſes, grounds his Belief only upon the 
Word of God; therefore he may be an Atheift and be- 
lieve there 1s xo God. 

This is a greater than any of thoſe Unheard of 
PARADO x ES, following from the Proteſtant Rule 
of Faith ; which make up his Third Part. _ He has 
Seven of them ; juſt as many as J/aac's Dialogues. 


7 They are moſt of them grounded upon extravagant 
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Suppoſitions concerning Proteſtants ; and if we 


' # Mould grant all to be true, he would gain but little 


by it. Were we as bad as he would make us; yet the 


$ worſtmen may have right Notions; and the greateſt 
7 Piety is not always a Preſervative againſt Errour, I 
Z need not run over all his Paradoxes to ſhew you the 
* Man; only for Example in his laſt, among other 


things almoſt as groundleſs, he is ſo very charitable 


2 and wiſe as to ſuppoſe that there Is nothing ſo clear, as 
* that the neceſſity of a handſome Maintenance for Wife and 
» Children, mixt with a fear of being defamed and ruined by 
* the Party, if they leave it ; us the Chief Invitation of the 
* Minitters of the Church of England, to remain in her Com- 
* munion, as, he lays, many of them have own'd to him, 


( ſome of which he has reconcil'd) What! Nothing ſo 


I- 2 clear! T think I could tell him of ſome things a little 
© > clearer. Through what Window did this Gentleman 
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| peep into our Breaſts, that he has been able to make 
# ſucha ſhrewd diſcovery of our moſt private Thoughts ? 


Is this, does he think, the Chief Invitation ? I preſume 
he has heard, and has been much troubled, no doubt, 
at what the poor Waldexſes and Albigenſes, and other 
Hereticks have ſuffered in former, = later Ages too; 

E Or 


'had ; and ſome that did not make their efca 
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Or if he will confine us to the Miniſters of the Church | 


of England, he knows that ſome 


them heretofore © 


have left their Native Countrey, and all that they ' 


taken by the Writ de Heretico comburendo. | But Tl 
warrant you, this was only to get « handſome Mainte- 
nance for Wife aud Children ; or for fear of being defa- 
med and ruined by the Party. Certainly no Man will 
ever expeCt that any one ſhould trouble himſelf to 
givea formal Anſwer to ſuch ſtuff as this: nay, any 
conſidering Perſon of the Church'of Rowe, will be 
ready to excuſe us, if we ſhould be moved to ſome- 
thing of Indignation, to ſee our felves ſcandalized, 
and cenſured in the moſt ſevere and unchriſtian Man- 
ner; when all is bottomed upon nothing , but the 
moſt vain, and ridiculous Pretence in the World. As 


for the many, whoſe Confeſſions he took ; and the | 


ſome, which he Reconciled; it would be a mighty fa- 
tisfaRion, if he could be perſwaded to preſent us with 


a Liſt of their Names: But, I doubt, by this time, J 


they may be ſlipt out of his Memory. 


After he has ended his Parazoxes, he looks back ups | 
on his Performance, and is fo well pleaſed with it, | 


that he makes a Queſtion, whether It caz be poſſible, 


that any (onfidering , Seriow , Sober Chriſtian , reading | 
tris Paper with an unbiaſs'd Mind , and indifferent Rea- 
ſon, ſhould do otherwiſe than doubt. at leaſt , whether the © 
Proteſtant Rule of Faith may be followed in the perillow* 
Tourney of -Eternity ? Yes truly, I take it to be very! 
poffeble ; and I am confident, the more any one conſiders} 
his Paper, the more he will be of my mind. He ends all! 
with a long Story of A» eminent Dotonr of the Church of 
England, very acceptable ro the Gemtry, that had one of the; 
beſt Benefices im our ( ountrey , that had never in hi life: 
preached againſt the Papiſts but twice, and it was on 
that” 


pe, were } 
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of Interpreting Scripture. 
that he hed been checked by his Biſhop for not daing it; 
and that ſtill lay upon his Conſcience De you pe 
that this Eminent Doctonr was a Member of a Charch he 
knew to be falſe, and a Guide to others, in a Way he was 
ſave would never ſave them. And if he were under ſuch 
ftrong Convictions, why did not he then return im- 
mediately into that which he thought the right way? 
Oh! There was owe Impediment, viz. A Wife, which be 
muſt provide for, and to become a Catholick would rune 
his Family. However, upon Mr .P.'s Perſwaſtons, He 
promiſed, that the Spring following, he would go to Rome, 
and do as his Conſcience obliged him. But Mr. P. ve- 
turned ſoon after into Flanders, and that very Winter the 
poor Gentleman dica without any aſſiſtance. This muſt 
# be confeſſed to have fallen out very unluckily, upoa 
 # ſeveral accounts. Yet to ſupport the Credit of the 
Relation, as much as may be, I could wiſh Mr. P. 
would acquaint us who this Eminent Dodfour was, and 
where the great Berefice lay ; I fear he has forgotten 
| the Names of them both. But I ſhall not therefore 
queſtion the truth of the Story ; be it as he relates, in 
! every particular, there can be nothing of Argument 
drawn from it. For we can tell him of Eminent Do- 
Goars of the Church of Rowe, that have been under 
great DifſatisfaQtion of Mind, and ſome that have 
come aQtually over to the Proteftant Communion. But 
what does it ſignify, if ſome Men change their Opi- 
* nions? All Armies will have their Deſerters; but 
# which fide has the juſter Cauſe, is not to be eſtimated 
by ſuch uncertain meaſures. By theſe few Inftances 
z any one may judge of Mr. P.'s way of proceeding ; 
? and what notable Obſervations he is wont to make u 
2 on Us, and our Religion. Therefore what is __ 
; arly his own, I ſhall paſs over without any farther 
notice; but what he has in common with, 1/aac and 
E 2 _ - others, 
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others, concerning the Proteſtant Ru/e of Faith, ſhall 
now be conſidered a little more particularly. 
* Whea the Bible began to be commonly tranſlated 
into the vulgar Languages, it was not poflible to keep 
it wholly out of the Peoples Hands. But to prevent 
the danger of having her Errors and Innovations diſ- 
covered by it, the Church of Rome will not allow 
it to be promiſcuouſlly read, but only by ſuch as ſhe 
is pleaſed to intruſt with ſpecial Licence for that pur- 
pole ; and they too muſt not preſume to underſtand 
it for themſelves, but intirely reſign their Judgments 
to ſuch Interpretation, as ſhe ſhall be pleaſed to put 
upon it. This 1s indeed an excecding great degree of 
Caution, but not a jot more than ſhe ſtood in need 
of. For whea ſhe had for a long time performed all 
her publick Offices in an unknown Tongue, and rob- 
bed the Laity -of halt the Communion ; when ſhe 
had introduced a ſtrange Worſhip of Reliques and I- 
mages, and ſet up to her ſelf many Mediators of In- 
terceſſion ; when ſhe had maintained that Chriſt was 
offered every day in the Sacritice of the Maſs, and 
taught and done many other things, apparently re- 
ugnant to the Word of God; then to ſecure her 
Fs in the poſſeſſion of theſe DoQrines. and Practices, 
it was bur neceſſary that ſhe ſhould lay claim to the 
ſole Privilege of Interpreting Scripture. This, and 
nothing but this, could ſufficieatly guard her againſt 
all Contradition. For what-ever Expoſition ſhe gives 
of any controverted Place, none muit dare to call it 
in queſtion; though ſhe may have trcquent occaſion 
_ to frame Gloſles, dire&tly contrary to the expreſs Let- 
ter of the Text. Here ih 1s gorten into an impreg- 
nable Fortreſs; ſhe can never be torced to yield to 
the cleareſt Evidence that can be brougat, while ſhe 
iS able to make good this unlimited Power, of under- 
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of Interpreting Scripture. 
ſtanding every thing in her own ſenſe. No won- 
der then that the Romaniſt contends with ſo much 


Zeal, to bear down all with the Judgment of. his . 


Church : if he can but gain this one Pojnt, he makes 
himſelf Maſter of all the reſt. And I ſhall not deay, 
but that his Plea looks ſpeciouſly enough at the firſt 
ſight. For when the Conteſt ſeems to ly betwixt the 
private Spirit, and that of the Church, every Man's 
Modeſty will ſtrongly incline him to ſubmit quietly to 


that venerable Name ; and rather think himſelf mif{- 


taken, than that the Church ſhould be in an Errour. 
And it is true indeed, the Teſtimony of the Church is 
very highly to be valucd, it by it they underſtand the 
Church thar is truly Catholick, including the firſt and 
pureſt Ages ; but if, by the Catholick Church, they 
mean, as the Papiſts do, only a part, and that the 
moſt corrupt part of the Modern Church; her Teſti- 
mony or Judzment can be but of very little Autho- 
rity, eſpecicially when ſhe gives it 1n her own 
Cauſe, 

We ſhall not therefore ſuffer our ſelves to be over- 
born in the preſent Caſe, by a confident noiſe of the 
Catholick Church ; but briefly laying down the Pro. 
teſtant and Popiſh Ways of Interpreting Scripture, en- 
deavour to make it appear, that they are ſubjeCt to the 
ſame Uncertainties oe they pretend Us to be. 

The Proteitant Rule of Faith, as T/aac will have it, 
Is Scripture, as each Perſon of ſound Judgment interprets 
it: And Mr. . P. expreſſes it in the ſame manner. 
Now, as I have obſerved before, though I/aac often 
affirm it very boldly, theie Words are: no where to 
be found in our Thirty nine Articles ; nor yer 1a the 
Confeſſion of any other Reformed Church , that I 
have met with. If he can allow himſelf the liberty, 


wilfully to mil-underſtand our Rule, and then ſer” it 
| down 
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down in ſuch Expreſſions, as he thinks may be beft 
expoſed ; he may cafily make an 4rrian, or a Pagan, 
or an Atheiſt, or what kind of Creature he pleaſes, of 
his poor 1ſbmael. *Tis likely he -y have ſeen the 
very Words, as he recites them, or ſome to the ſame 
Efte, in ſome patticular Authour ; but he cannot 
therefore juſtly charge all the Abſurdities, he fancies 
to be in them, upon any one Church, much leſs upon 
the whole Body of the Reformation ; which is not 
bound, any more than the Church of Rowe, to an- 
{wer for all the Miſtakes of every private Member 
within its Communion. This indeed 1/aac would fain 
make us believe; and that any Opinion that ever was 
ſtarted by any Proteſtant, Is as truly and really the Do- 
trine of the Reformation, as the Figurative Preſence, 
8&c. This, he knows, we abſolutely deny ; but he 
thinks it neceſſarily follows from our Rule of Faith. 
I have often taken notice of his Faleneſs and Inſince- 
rity, in repreſenting our Rule in ſuch Words as he 
pleaſes himſelf, which is enough alone to make all he 
fays of no value, with any honeft conſidering Man. 
But I will not now inſiſt upon that : Let our Rule be 
juſt as he would have it ; Scripture as each Perſon of 
ſound Jadement interprets it : but then he muſt give us 
leave to take the Words in our own ſenſe; and not 
force an abſurd and ridiculous Conſtrution upon 
them, and then ſtand laughing by himſelf, as if he 
were ſtrangely ſurprized, as any Man might well be, | 
with the pleaſantneſs of the Invention. If therefore 
in the preſent Caſe, by « Perſon of ſound Judement, he 
underſtands ſuch an one as being duly qualified, with 
natural or acquired Abilities, applies himſelf ſeriouſly 
to the ſtudy of the Holy Scriptures, and underſtands 
them im their trne and genuine Senſe; we freely ac» 


knowledpe that Seriprure, thus interpreted by any Man, is 
the 


of Interpreting Scripture. 
the Rute of our ans raymd beſt of 
this Conceſſion. But if by « Perſon g wes” pe. on 

= tm +-- orgy A being otherwi rational 
enough, and of good Capacity, is yet, ſometimes ar 
leaft, miſtaken in the ſenſe of the Scriptures ; ſo far 
as he is miſtaken, he cannot be ſail to be of ſound 
. TJadement, neither is any one bound to follow him in 
his Errours. The miſtaken ſenſe of Scripture is not 
our Rule of Faith, who ever be the Interpreter ; 
though he ſhould have the Confidence to pretend him- 
ſelf Infallible. Mr. P. and Iſaac, and ſome others, 
will needs make us underſtand the matter in this laſt 
way ; as if, becauſe we = ſuppoſe a Man to be of 
ſound Judgment in ſome ReſpeQs, we muſt therefore 
grant him to be abſolutely ſo in All. Which is either 
a very childiſh miſtaking, or a moſt malitious perver- 
ting of our Senſe ; and their whole Argument, which 
proceeds upon no other ground but this, every Novice 
can tell them, is a plain Fallacy; a Di#o ſecundum 

quid ad Diitum fimpliciter. And this is all the Advan- 

tage they have upon him, and yet they kad their Prote- 

ſtant about in Triumph, as it they had gained an en- 

tire Victory ; when all the Sophiſtry they have uſed, 

is inſtantly defeated, by the application of one very 

common and eafy Diſtinction. 

I have now ſhewed [/az:'s Falſeneſs and Diſcinge- 
nuity, which is imitated by Mr. P. and others, who 
have made a Rule of Faith for the whole Reformati- 
on, and the Church of England in p—_ which 
we need not own, in thoſe Terms that they have ex- 
preſſed it: Or if we ſhould, the grand Abfurdities 
they conceit to follow from it, may be eaſily refleQed 
-upon themſelves, by their own way of Arguing, - But 
indeed after all, they affault us with nothing but a piti- 
ful Fallacy, which they have framed, by taking = 
Wor 
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Words in ſuch a Senſe, as no Proteſtant in the World 
did ever allow. This might be enough to filence all 
the importunate Cavils, with which 1/axc and his Bre- 
thren are wont to trouble us, But the Church of 
Rome thinks they have us here, at a more than ordina- 
ry Advantage; and therefore they are peryerally 
urging us with this, and demanding, with great ve- 
hemency, How we are ſure that we underſtand the 
Scriptures aright ? To this we might make a ſuffici- 
ent Reply, by a Counter-Demand , and asking them, 
How they are ſure, that their Church underſtands 
them aright, or at leaſt, that they underſtand their 


Church ? What-ever Anſwer they ſhall rhink: fit to 


give to this, will, I am ſure, ſerve us, as well as them. 
But for farther ſatisfaQtion in this important Point, upon 
which they ſomuch depend; andthat T may not ſeem ra- 
ther to evade, than anſwer their Query ; I will firſt con- 
ſider the Proteſtant, and then the Popiſh Rule of Faith ; 
that, by comparing them together, it may appear, 
whether Theirs affords them ſuch an Infallible Aſſu- 
rance of Belief, as they uſe to boaſt of ; and whether 
Ours leaves us in that mighty Uncertainty they are 
wont to pretend. 

JTſaac, in the End of his ſecond Dialogue, has ſumm'd 
up the whole charge he has againſt us, 1n three Pro- 


.Politions, For he tells us, 1n the Perſon of a Prote- 
ſtant, of his own creating : Firſt, Our Rule of Faith is - 


Scripture, not as Interpreted by this or that, but by any 
Man of ſound Jud:ment : Secondly, It follows hence that 
the Dotirine of the Reformation muſt be, and ought to be 
called what-ever any Man of ſound Judgment ſays is the 
ſenſe of Scripture : Thirdly, It follows, we may change 
Religions as often as we pleaſe. Theſe few Lines con- 
tain the Subſtance of all he undertakes to prove, by 
particular Inſtances throughout his Book ; theſe are 

| the 
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theſe are the things he is always twitting 1/mael 
with, and in him the whole Reformation. Mr P. 
oes upon the ſame Principle, and his way of argu- 
ing is very little different from J/aac's; but both of 
them being manifeſtly miſtaken in their firſt and fun- 
See Manag as I have ſhewed ; the grand 
abſurdities they charge us with , as following from 
thence, cannot at all affect us. | 
To make this appear farther yet, and to prevent 
all cavilling, that may be occaſioned by any ambi- 
guity of expreſſion, we affirm, That Scripture Rightly 
Interpreted, is the Proteſtant Rule of Faith. This we 
deſire to follow, and no other ; this we think ſuffi- 
cient to bring us to Salvation , without the help of 
Oral, or any kind of Unwritten Traditions. And lo 
by explaining the Term [By any man of ſound Judg- 
ment] by the word [[Rightly] which is equipollent to 
it, but cannot be ſo eafily wreſted to a wrong ſenſe; 
it is manifeſt, that all Iau idle Drollery, and Mr. 
8 P's graver Triumph, muſt come to nothing; becauſe 
| they both depend wholly upon the equivocal accep- 
$ tion of one ſingle Phraſe, But though we may, with- 
| out any difficulty, clear our ſelves from the trivolous 
 Cavils that are taken from the ſignification, which 
| they would make dubious; yet the great Queſtion 
{till remains; Who they are that may be ſure they 
Rightly Interpret the holy Scriptures * The Proteſtants 
are per{waded that this may be done by every ſober 
Chriſtian : They of the Church of Rome, are of opi- 
nion, that no private Man muſt preſume to pretend 
unto it ; but that it is reſerved as the peculiar Privi- 
$ lege of the Pope and Council, whom they eſteem 
Infallible. This is what they hold on both ſides, as 
to this matter, and which of theſe may be ſafely re- 
lyed on, in order to the ſearching out the true _ 
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of the word of God, ſhall be now examined. And 
firſt for the Proteſtant Rwle of Faith , which is Scri- 
pture Rightly Interpreted , 1 will indeavour to prove 

1. That the Holy Scripture is ſo plain in all things 
neceflary to Salvation , that it may be rightly under- 
ſkood, or Interpreted , by any Man of found Judg- 
ment. 

2. That there are certain.ways and means, which 
will not fail to bring thoſe, that duly uſe them, to 
a Right underſtanding, or Interpretation of it, in all 
thoſe neceſlary things. | 

3. That we may be as unqueſtionably afſured of 
the true ſenſe of Scripture, thus Interpreted, as it is 
poſſible for any Man to be of the ſenſe of any other 
Writing in the World, 

If I can prove theſe things clearly, as T hope to do, 
then the abſurd and ridiculous Conſequences, which 
Mr. P. and 1/aac would per{wade us do follow from 
the Proteſtant Rule of Faith, will be of no force. 


I. 


The firſt of theſe, That the Holy Scripture is ſo 
plain, in all things neceſſary to Salvation, that it may 
be rightly underſtood, or Interpreted, by any Man 
of ſound Judgment, is a Propoſition , which one 
would imagine ſhould not be queſtion'd by any Chri- 
ftian. But it is well known how zealous they of the 
Church of Rome have been to prove , that the Scri- 
pture 1s very obſcure ; as if they would pretend to 
lead Men to Heaven ſome other way than that which' 
God has been pleaſed to reveal unto us in his Holy 
Word. And ſo they muſt, if the additional Articles 
of *their Belief be ſo neceſſary to Salyation, as they 

y have 
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have lately voted they are. For there is not the leaſt 
mention of any of them in all.the Scripture, and ſome 
of them are dire&ly contrary to many expreſs Texts. 

But we that think our ſelves obliged to follow that 
Light, which God has there given us, do believe, that 
he has made us able to fee it. We are per{waded that 
= Scripture may be underſtood by private Chri- 
ians : | 

1. Becauſe God intended it for a perfe& Rule of 
Faith and Praftice ; and whoever believes and lives 
according to what 15 there revealed and commanded, 
ſhall be certainly ſaved. And if the -Scripture be 
ſufficient to bring every Man to eternal Happinels, 
then every Man may underſtand it fo far as 1t is ne« 
ceſſary for the attainment of that End. Of this there 
15 no controverly among Proteſtants ; but they of the 
Church of Rome imagine we ſtand inneed of Un- 
written Traditions; which now by Decree of the 
Council of Trent are made of equal Authority with 5. 4. 
the written Word. Burt the plain teſtimony the Holy 
Scripture gives concerning its own fulneſs and ſut- 
ficiency, will eafily outweigh the bold determinati- 
ons of a packt Synod, Before God had communica- 
ted the clearer manifeſtation of the Goſpel, there was 
enough revealed in the Law to ſave thoſe that con- 
ſcientiouſly obſerved it : As is plainly declared by 
the Prophet Ezechiel: 1 gave them my Statutes, and Ezcch. 20, 11, 
ſbewed them my Judgments , which'if' a max do he ſhall 
even live in them. And Moſes himfelf had inforced 
the obedience of the 1/raelites upon the very ſame con- 
ſideration; Ie ſhall therefore keep my Statutes and my Lev. 18, 5. 
Judgments : which if 4 man &v , he ſball live in them. 
Here is a Promiſe of Life made to-thoſe that ſhould 
obſerve the Statutes and Tudgments , which God gave 


them by his Servant Moſes ; which cannot be under= * 
F 2 ſtood 
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ſtood of this temporal Life only, becauſe the beſt 
men were often cut off in the midſt of their days, and 
frequently ſuffered greater adverſities than the moſt 
profligate Sinners. The Jews therefore have con- 
ſtantly believed, that it had a reſpeCt to the Life to 
come, as well as this. And St. Paul applies it twice 
in the matter of our Juſtification ; which can have 
regard to nothing elſe but the Everlaſting Bliſs of the 
other World. And when the Lawyer in the Goſpel 
had made that moſt important Demand : Mafer, . 
What ſhall I do to inherit eternal Life : Our bleſſed 
Lord refers him to what was written in the Law ; and 
upon his making a ſound and judicious Anſwer , ap- 
roves of it ; and for ſatisfation to his Queſtion, tells 
Fm , This ao, and thou ſhalt live. And the Apoſtle 
having commended Timothy for his early knowledge 
in the holy Seriptures, aſſures him, that they were able 
to make him wiſe unto. Salvatios : And then adds ſur- 
ther, that All Scripture is given by inſpiration of God, 
and is profitable for doitrine, for reproof, for correttion, 
for inſtruttion in righteouſneſs : That the man of God 
may be perfett, throughly furniſhed unto all good Works, 
And if it be profitable for Inſtruttion , it may certainly 
be underſtood ; if it will make the war of. God perfett, 
then humane Traditions muſt be needleſs and ſuper- 
fluous. There is nothing can be evinced by. more 
plain and expreſs proofs,than that the Scriptures alone 
contain ſufficient direQtions for the attainment of E- 
verlaſting Happineſs, and that they were written for 
that very purpoſe ; and therefore we may conclude, 
that they are not unintelligible. For it would not be 
conſiſtent with the Divine Goodneſs and Wiſdom, if 
he ſhould give us a Rule that were either defeQive, 
or obſcure ; eſpecially in a matter of that infinite con- 
cerament. If it ſhould be ſaid, as it is, that all may 
| be 
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be cleared by the nr arp of the Church ; that 
ſhall be farther conſidered hereafter. In the mean 
time let them take heed , left while they ftrive to 
magnify their Church, they do not refle&t diſhonour- 
ably upon God ; as if he had made the way to Salva- 
tion ſo very dark and intricate, that it is impoſſible 
to find it out, unleſs a Man will reſign his whole un- 
derſtanding to the conduct, and management of a 
certain Church ; which at laſt, after all the noiſe and 
braving we had about it, proves to be nothing in 
effe&, but a private Confeſlor , or a Pariſh-Prieſt ; 
who by their own Confeſſion may be as blind and ig- 
norant as another man. Bur let them flatter them- 
ſelves as they pleaſe, with an opinion of ſome greater 
Evidence; we are contented to build our Faith upon 
the Word of God , ' which we are fully perſwaded 
may be as ſafely relyed on, and as eafily underſtood, 
as the Canons, and Decrees of a General Council, or 
the pretended Infallibility of the Biſhop of Rome. For 
theſe we know may purpolcly perplex the truth, and 
by their Sophiſtry make the plaineſt things look very 
intricate and dubious ; that by this means they 
may. detain the People in ſuch a ſtupid Ignorance, as 
may. incline them to yield a blind obedience to that. 
boundleſs authority they would uſurp over their Con- 
ſciences. But we are {ure the moſt wiſe and gracious 
God will deal with us in another manner ; he will 
hide nothing from us that is any way neceſſary to the 
Salvation of our. Souls ; and therefore thoſe divine: 
Revelations that were given us for that Exd, can=- 
not be-ſo obſcure, as they would make them. 

2. This will appear farther it we conſider that the: 
Holy Scriptures were directed to all ; all are con- 
cerned in-the Dodrine contained-1n them ; all are 
commanded to read,or hear them read; from whence. 
we 


Rom. 1. 7. 


1 Cor; 1, 2, 


2 Cor. 1. 1. 


Phil. I: 1. 
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we muſt neceſſarily infer , that they may in ſome? 
meaſure be underſtood by all. 

It is manifeſt , that the Holy Scriptures were di- 
reed to All. In the Law an\ the Prophets we find 
frequent Addreſſes to the whole Houſe of [{rael; and: 
molt of thoſe Heavenly Diicourlſes of our blefled Lord, 
that are recorded in the Goſpel, were firſt delivered 
to the mixt multitude that flocked together to hear 
him. The Apoſtolical Epiſtles, in which are ſome 
as difficult paſlages as in any other part of the writ- 
ten Word, were yet ſent, not to fome peculiar per- 
ſons only, diſtinguiſhed trom the reft by the eminen- 
cy of tlicir place, or the greatneſs of their abilities ; 
but to the whole Congregation of the Faithful, with-: 
out any exception, This appears from the Iuſcrip- 
tion of moiſt of them. That to the Romans is not to 
the Conclave, or any ſelect number, that might pre- 
tend to a ſhare in the Infallibility ; which had been 
but reaſonable , if St. Pau! had known of any fuch 
priviledge they had above other Churches ; but it 1s 
ro All that be in Rome, beloved of God, called to be 
Saints. The firſt Epiſtle to the Corinthians is direed 
Unto the Church of God which is at Corinth, to them that 
are (anitified in Chriſt Jeſus, called to be Saints , with 
all that in every place call upox the name of Jeſus Chriſt 
our Lord, And the ſecond is likewiſe ſent Unto the 
Church of God which is at (orinth, with all the Saints 
which are in all Achata, And fo the reſt, they are to 
the Churches, the Saints, the Faithful, the Brethren : 
which expreſſions do evidently include the whole 
community of Chriſtians. And to put this matter 
out of queſtion, in one of them there is a diſtinCtion 
made betwixt the Clergy and Laity ; for it is firſt, To 
all the Saints in Chriſt Jeſus which are at Philippi ; and 
then is added, with the Biſhops and Deacons. The 

Apoſtle 
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Apoſtle here puts a plain difference between theſe, 
"and the former , and it is manifeſt, that he applies 
himſelf equally to both ; which he had never done, 
if he had not thought them both capable of under- 
ſtanding what he had written. Had he been of the 
opinion of the modern Romaniſt, he would have 
written to none but the Bifhops aud Deacons ;, and on- 
ly adviſed the other Se/xts to repair to their Spiritual 
Fathers, and take his meaning from them ; or rather 
he would have perſwaded them to make a Journey to 
Rome, or ſtay till a General Council could be conve- 
ned to give them the true ſenſe of his words. But be- 
cauſe we find nothing of this, we may conclude, that 

he eſteemed them able to Interpret for themſelves, 
withour yielding an implicit aſſent to the Judgment 

of others. And fince it is the very ſame Truth that 

is now laid before us 1n the holy Bible, which was firſt 
preached to promiſcuous Aſſemblies, that were made 
up of perſons of very ditierent Capacities; if it were 
plain and effeQual enough, as it was, for the conver- 
ſion and edification of thoſe that heard it, when it 
was ſpoken, there is no reaſon why we ſhould ima- 
gine, that it ſhould become ks intelligible, meerly 
by being put into writing. 

Beſides the DoQarine contained in the holy Scrip- 
ture, which was thus delivered and ſent unto all the 
Faithful, is of that infinite concernment to ev 
man, as has been intimated already, that no leſs than 
our Eternal Salvation depends upon it. For here we 
have all matters of neceſſary Belief ſufficiently decla- 
red ; and here we may find the moſt divine and Hea- 
venly Precepts , by which we are to regulate our 
aQtions, in all the various circumſtances and condity 
ons of Life, And if we fail in either of theſe, if we 
happen to be grofly miſtaken in any fundamental Ar- 


ticle ; 
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ticle ; or if we tranſgreſs the Rules of a vertuous and 
holy converſation, we ſhall be adjudged to Everlaſt- 
ing Flames, for our Misbelict, or Dilobedience. But 
this were not conſiſtent with ordinary Juſtice, if the 
things themſelves for. which we ſuffer, were above 
our apprehenſions. No man ſhall be puniſhed for 
what was never in his power to prevent. An Igno- 
rance that is abſolutely Invincible , muſt be always 
allowed for a legal excuſe. If private men could not 
come to a right underſtanding of the Scriptures, by 


-all the diligence they can uſe, they could not be juſt- 


ly condemned for aCting or believing contrary to 
them. No Law, or Declaration can be Binding, till 
it has been ſufficiently promulged and made known, 
to thoſe whoſe ſubmiſſion, or aflent is required to it : 
So that the Scriptures themſelves , if they were not 
intelligible, could lay no obligation upon us. 

| But they being of ſo great and neceſlary- import 
ance, as we are certain they are, .to our Eternal Well- 
fare, it has pleaſed Almighty God {triatly to injoin 
us to read them; and to hear them attentively, when 
they are read.. There is nothing to which the peo- 
ple of the Jewiſh Church were more particularly, and 
vehemently exhorted, than the conſtant and ſerious 
ſtudy of the Law. Theſe words which I command thee 
this day ſhall be in thine heart. And thou ſhalt teach them 
diligently unto thy Children, and ſhalt talk of them whex 
thou ſitteſt in thine houſe , and when thou walkeſt by the 
way, and when thou lieſt down,and when thou riſeſt up. And 
thou ſhalt bind them for a ſign upon thine hand, and they 
ſhall be as frontlets between thine eyes, And thou (halt 
write them upon the poſts of thy houſe, and on thy Gates. 
Here ts all the care imaginable that can be taken, that 
the Law ſhould be always in their ſight, and in their 
thoughts ; that they ſhould be conſtantly meditating 


upon 
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-upon it, and wait all opportunities of diſcourſing 
about it. And beſides this, the Prieſts were com- 
manded, at certain ſolemn times, to Read it publickly 
before all Iſrael; and to this end they were to Gather Dew. 31, 121, 
the people together, men, women, and children , and the "2: 
ſtrangers, or Proſelytes, that they might hear, and that 
they might learn. And according to this excellent in- 
ſtitution , when they were come into the promiſed 
Land, There was not a word of all that Moſes comman- Joſh. 8. 35. 
ded, which Joſhua read not before all the congregation of 
Iſrael, with the women, and the little ones, and the ſtran- 
gers that were converſant among them. And 1n the ſame 
manner Ezra read in the Book of the Law of Moſes, from Neh, 8. ;. 
the morning until mid-day, before the men, and the wo- 
men , and thoſe that could underſtand : that 1s, ſuch 
Children as were come to years of diſcretion ; all 
were admitted that were capable of receiving inſtru- 
Ction. And this was continued in our Saviours and 
the Apoſtles time. Moſes, and the Prophets, were read Aa. 12.15, 
in their Synagogues every Sabbath, The ſame is obſer- 27- ©. 15- 21- 
ved by the Jews to this very day. And when St. 
Paul writes to the Church of the Theſſalonians, he ad- 
jures them in the moſt ſolemn manner, that the 
ſhould take care to have his Epi/tle read to all the holy r Thedl. g. 27, 
Brethrey. And he commands the Coloſſians, when 
they had read his Epiitle themſelves, to communicate Col. 4. 1s, 
it to be read in the Church of the Laodiceans ; and that 
they likewiſe ſhould read the Epiſtle from Laodicea. He 
9 4 none of that mighty caution that has been ſo 
highly applauded by the Church of Rowe. He was 
not ſenſible, it ſeems, of the great danger of —_ 
Hereticks , by permitting the Scriptures to be vul- 

rly read, He was perfe&ly ignorant of that rare 
ecret, ſo much boaſted of by our modern Empericks, 


to preſerve men from Error , by depriving them - 
G the 
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the means of knowledge. It is plain , that ho took 
the quite contrary courſe; he thoſe. wyiti 

that were inſpired by the Holy Ghoſt, -to-be as puh- 
lickly and univerſally read, as was poſſible, And in 
this, as in other cafes, he did but follow the exampte 
of our bleſſed Lord, who always incouraged Reading; 
and commanded his hearers to ſearch the Scyipraves; 
and 'formnetumes injoined them particularly to apply 
their minds, and uſe their urmoſt indeavours to { 

out the meaning of what they read : Let him that 
xeadeth underſtand. And this he required in the ex- 
plication of Prophecies; which are generally more in- 
tricate and obſcure, than the Precepts of holy Living, 
or 'the Hiſtorical relations of matters of fact. And 
yet we fee even theſe are ſuppoſed to be intelligible ; 
or elſe it were very hard to expect that men id 
xead, rauch lefs wderſtand them. For indeed if the 
fappolition of the Rowaniſts , concerning the obſcu- 
rity of the Scriptures , were true, their forbidding 
them to be read, as they do, would not be irrattona[]. 
But if they are not to be read, why were they writ- 


+ ten? Ifthey cannot be underſtood, to what purpoſe 


ſhould they be read ? It would be very difficult, in 
the Romiſh way , -to give a- fattsfaQory anfwer to 
theſe demands, But certainly-God-that direfted the 
Scriptures to the whole Body of the Church; thar 
will puniſh our Ignorance and Diſobedience fo ſe- 
verely;and that has lo ftrifttly commanded the hearing 
and reading of them, would cot expreſs himſelf tn 
fuch a manner, as ſhould be above the reach of an or- 
canary underſtanding; at leaſt in the molt important 
and neceſſary points. 
' 3. Nay we findin Scripture _ —_— 
made to the Peopk, in- which they are-left to 
mine the matter. in queſtion.thernfelves:; which 4 
dently 
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dently iniplics, that they may be able to give a true 
ent in the caſe. 'Thus in the Prophet Exzechied : 


Hear now;:'0 hoaſe of Iſracl;, is not my way equal ? are Ezech. 18. 25, 
JOur Ways @ ? And fo again in //aiah: O int If.s. 3. 


wot your 
habitants of Jeruſulem, and wen of Jadth, Judee, I pray 
you, between me and my Vinejard. And our bleſſed fo. 


detnands of the People ; Tea, and nhy ever of yoer Luk. 12. 57, 


ſelves jadge ye wor what it right ? that is, What is the 
realon that you that are quick-ſighted enough in 
other matters, do not diſcern that this is the time, 
and that I am the Meſſias that was to come ; but you 
muſt {till be tequiring of ſigns from Heaven ; when 
you might eaſily convince your ſelves out of the Scri- 
ptures ,. that have ſpoken fo much concerning me ? 
For that this was rhe particular ſabje& and occaſion 
of the diſcourſe, may be ſeen, Mar. 16. 2. So that it 
is plain our Saviour thought , that the People might 
be competent Judges, ina matter of the greateſt con- 


ſequence. St. Paal in one caſe, bids them Jwdge 59 * Cor. 11, 13, 


themſelves. And in another ; 1 ſpeat, fays he, as to 


wiſe men: Judge ye what T ſay. He does not tefer it 1b c 10. 15, 


to the Pope and Council, but to all thoſe to whom he 
wroee. And the thing he treats of, is no leſs than 


the Communion of the body and bloud of Chrift ; which V. 15. 


we all confeſs to be one of the greateſt Myſteries of 
our Religion ; but the Papifts have placed it ſo far 
beyond the reach of all humane underRanding, that 
they have loaded it with a thouſind palpable contra« 
ditions ; and yet the Apoſtle propoſes it to the whole 
Community of the Church of Corizth, to whom his 
Epiftle was direQed, and c6mmands them to judge of 
what he was to fay about if. Our Savibur and all 
the Apoſtles ofially - confirmed their DvQtrine by the 


teſtimony of the Law and the Prophets; and polls; 48, 18. 28, 


mightily tonvineed rhe Jews 4nd that prblickly, ſheving 
| G 2 4 
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by the Scriptures, that Jeſus was Chriſt, And in theſe 


caſes they did certainly leave their Hearers to judge of 


the true ſenſe of the Scriptures they propounded unto 
them. For it were ridiculous to-go about to bring 


- men out of their errors, without giving them the h- 


berty to conſider the force and evidence of the argu- 
ments we make uſe of; and it is utterly impoſhble - 
to convince them-, by that they cannot underſtand. 
Nay, they of the Church of Rome, after their vehe- 
ment. and copious invectives againſt a private Inter- 
pretation, are forced at laſt to allow of it themſelves, 
For when they would prove their peculiar opinions, 
as they have in vain attempted, by ſome paſlages ta- 
ken out of the Scriptures, they do by this make the 
People Judges of the ſenſe of thole places, and per- 
mit them to determine whether they think them per- 
tinently applyed. So that not only the Scripture, 
but the Romariſts too do the ſame thing, which they 


- are wont ſo ſuperciliouſly to condemn 1n us. 


But we may immediately put an end to this de- 
bate, by conſulting the Text of the Holy Scripture ; 
where we ſhall find all things neceſſary, ſo clearly de- 
livered, that an ordinary capacity may be able to dif: 
cover thoſe Truths, which being ſincerely followed, 
will certainly bring us to Everlaſting Happineſs. 
Theſe are in the general of two ſorts ; either matters 
of Prattice, or matters of Faith : they hold their 
Church to be abſolutely Infallible in both. - As to the 
former of theſe, they do not eſteem themſelves con- 
cerned to be altogether ſo difficult. Though their 
Caſuiſts eſpecially, by their mental Reſervations ; 
their directing the Intention ; their frequent eluding 
the diffates of natural Conſcience, by ns nice and 


frivolous diſtinQtion ; and many other Devices, have 
got only obſcured, but quite evacuated a great part 
of 
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ef our Moral Duty, as effeQtually as ever the Scribes 
and Phariſees did ; yet they will not always contend 
fo zealoufly* with us, - about the things of this nature. 
Though they' have a very plentiful Rtock of conki- 
dence to maintain the moſt abſurd aſſertions ; yet 
they are aſhamed openly to defend the lewd opinions 
of many of their moſt celebrated Authors, Becauſe 
they have debauched mens minds with ſuch falſe no- 
tions in morality, as would be abhorred in the moſt 
barbarous parts of the Heathen World. Therefore 
leaving theſe Writers to ſhift for themſelves, and the 
People to be conduQted by them, if they pleaſe, they 
dare not ſo roundly deny, but that God has revealed 
himſelf evidently enough, as to what concerns our 
PraQtice ; but as to matters of Faith, there it is that 
they think the Scriptures the moſt defeQtive and ob-» 
ſcure; and that there is an abſolute neceſſity of ha- 
ving them ſupplyed by their Traditions, and explain- 
ed by their pretended Catholick Church. But as 
whatſoever we are bound to do, is almoſt confeſſed 
to be manifeſtly contained in the word of God ; ſo 
we are perſwaded, that every thing, of neceſſary Be- 
lief, is to be found there too; - and that in ſuch clear 
and perſpicuous expreſſions, that nothing but obſti- 
nacy and perverſeneſs, can be able-to deny it. To 
make this good, I might run over all the Articles of 
our Chriſtian Paith ; the Incarnatton, Death, and Re- 
'ſurre&ion of our bleſſed Lord, the Forgiveneſs of Sins, 
and the reſt ; and ſhew how every one of them is 
confirmed by plain and undeniable teſtimonies of holy 
Scripture. But the thing is ſo generally known, and 
ſo very clear, that I need not infift upon it. Indeed 
the caſe is very different, as to that Creed which Pius 
the Fourth has framed from the Decrees of the Caun- 


« Cil of Trent; and which is gow received by the 
Church 
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Church of Rowe. If we were to ſeek for a proof of 
the Power of Indulgences ; the Sacrifice of the Mals; 
the ſeven Sacraments ; the Praying to. Saints; the - 

. worſhipping their Reliques, and Images, aad the 
like ; we might look long enough, before we ſhauld 
meet with any paſſage in the whole Bible, that would 
give the leaſt countenance to thele novel and ſuper- 
ſtitious Inventions. But whatever is to be found in 
any of the Creeds that were allowed by the Antient 
Church, may be fully proved out of the Scriptures ; 
and our Adverſaries themſelves cannot deny it. 

Now if the Scripture was intended for a ,perfe& 
Rule of Faith and Manners; if it was diredted to all, 
and all are concerned,and commanded to read it; if ic 
appeals to thePeople,and leaves them to judge of whar 
is Paid; and if we find all the precepts of a holy Life, 

and all the Articles of our Chriſtian Faith manifeſtly 
laid down and declared in it, then it mult be ſo plain 
in all neceflaries, that it may be underſtood, or Gter- 
preted by any man of ſound Judgment. 

It were eaſy to prove by a multitude of citations 
out of the Antients, that they wereall of this opini- 
on; I ſhall only, produce a few -very plain paſſages 
from ſome of the moſt eminent of them. Juſtin Mer 

4a, 1. ty in his Dialogue with Trypho the Jew, tells him, 
2 S—_ that he would produce ſuch Scriptures, * as no body 
o5)ar. Juſt. fhanld be able to ſpeak againſt ; they ſhould be {o clear 
Mar, Þ;s. and'exprels for the Divinity of Chriſt, which he is 
174 there proving. Anda little after he bids him + .4+- 
+ ilggohxt1e tend to thoſe things he was about to recite out of the holy 
ins dre Seriptares, which had no need of being Explained, but owly 
wuvicxeiy beard. St. Chryſoftormse finds fault with his Hearers, 
«10 5% £- amFreprehends them fharply, for their neglect of the 
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Scriptures; and becauſe they were ſo addifted 
__ Skafing their ſancies, very Ab did not think 
# worth their while to come to Church, ualeſs it 
were to hear a Sermon. This, he telk them, did 
fpoil al, For it was only their careleſsnefs and want 
of attention to the word of God, when it was read, 


that made the Preacher neceflary, * For what # it, * aid; yas 
fays he, that there is need of a Sermon ? All things are *ias 104ia; 


clear and eafy in the boly Seripewres ; ll the nexefſary 7 


things are plain. There cannot be a more convincing Tees refs - 


teftimony to ſhew how far this great and pions man 
differed in his Fadgment, from: the preſent Church of 


Rome. He thought the Scripture {o very plain ix all Six. Chry. 
neceſſary things , that it needed no: Interpreter. ; but zn, —_ 


that the People , if they were attentive, might un- 
derſtand it ſo well, that it were far better they ſhould 
want a Sermon, than not have it publickly read, in 
their Religious Aﬀſemblies. The Romaznifts, on the 
other ſide, are willing to imagine, that the Scripture 
is {0 extreamly obſcure, that no man mult dare ro 
underſtand it ; but be bound to give himſelf up: to 
the ſenſe ofthe Church, whether he knows what that 
is, or no, They will not allow the Laity ro read it 
privately without Licence ; but they do not ſuffer it 
to be publickly read at all ; the People hear no- more 
of it at the Church, in their own Language, bur a 
few ſhreds and incoherent Sentences, which:the' Prieft 
may be pleaſed, now and then, to ſcatter 

chem , in ſome of his popular Diſcourſes, from the 
Pulpit, TFhis is never to be reconciled ts- St. Clay» 
foftow's DoQrine; and St. dvſtin is as exprels as he, 
to the ſame purpoſe. Tn his Epiftle ro Yoleſlummas, 
when he is mentionmg the great depth of che Seri- 
ptures, and that there were many Myſteries 19 them, 
that could ſcarce be unfolded; and fully: wy" 

oug 
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though a man of the beſt Judgment , and quicknſ 

apprehenſion ſhould ſtudy 'them never 1o diligently 

; al his Life; leſt any -one ſhould extend this too far, 

To wt of he puts in an exceprion, and aſſures us ; * That the 

ria fone ſaluti, knowledge of thoſe things in them that were neceſſary to 

rants in cis , . Sabvation, Was to be attained without any ſuch great dijfi- 

_— eulty. And afterwards he tells us, Þ That the Seri- 

guſt, ad Volu- tre ſpeaks thoſe plain things which are contained init, 

—_— wy &. like 4 familiar Friend without diſguiſe, to the heart of the 

o continer quaſi #nlearntd, 4s well as the Learned, To pals over divers 

amicus famili> others, there is one place, in the ſame Father , that 

pe yh {rn does ſo poſitively determine the point , that it muſt 

indo%forum at4; not be omitted on this occaſion. . * In what # clearly 

CO laid down in the Scripture , all thoſe things ave found 

perrs in ſcriptu» which concern Faith and 4 good Life : which is certainly 

7a peſire fant, All that is required of us. I might add a great many 

emnia, que con- IMOTE teſtimonies unto theſe ; but I take theſe to be 

tinent fidem {© very clear and appoſite to the preſent queſtion, rhat 

rey de they may be ſufficient alone to weigh down all the 

Dea. Chriſti- pretended Authorities that can be brought to the 
an. lib, 2. C. 9. contrary. 

There are two places eſpecially that are wont to be 

the moſt ſpecioully objected againſt this Doctrine ; 

One is : 2 Pet. 3. 16. Where weare told, that.in St. 

PauPs Epiſtles are ſome things hard to be underſtood, 

which they that are unlearned and unſtable, wreſt, as they 

do alſo the other *Scriptures , unto, heir own deſtruttion. 

This is the Text that is the inſiſted on ; but it 

pee Textocied has been often, and very lately fully cleared ; but be- 

min, pee. 25, Cauſe it lies ſo direQtly in my way,Lam obliged to take 

&c, ſome notice of it. We ſay therefore, that this is ſpo- 

ken only of St. Paul's Epy#les ; and reſtrained to ſome 

things in thoſe Epiitles ; and theſe are only ſaid to, be 

hard , but not impoſſible to be #nderſtool, unleſs we 

will reſign our Gives to a ſuppoſed Infallible Guide. 


And 
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And-then theſe Had places are wrefted : there is a for- 
ced and falſe meaning put upon them. But by whom 
is this done ? by the Uzlcarxed and unſtable ; ſuch as 
were neither well skilled, nor well ſetled in the Chri- 
ſtian Faith. And they dealt in the ſame manner with 
the other Scriptures, that were not hard to be underſtood. 
For there is nothing fo plain, which may not be ea- 
fily perverted by a weak and fickle Judgment; when 
another that is better informed, and more pioully re- 
ſolved, may be able to ſee the true ſenſe through a 
dark expreſhon. Beſides, if we ſuppoſe theſe Hard 
things abſolutely neceſſary to Salvation, *tis likely the 
ſame Dottrinesare clearly taught in other places ; and 
then we may be ignorant of the more obſcure, with- 
out the hazard of our eternal welfare. But if they 
be neceflary, and no where elſe to be learnt, St. Pe- 
fey is {carce to be excuſed , that has neither explained 
them himfelf, nor directed us to that unerring Church, 
which, as they indeavour to make us. beheve, is the 
only one upon earth, that is intruited with the power 
eo ability to do it. So that the Scripture may be 
plain enough till ia all neceſfaries, for what appears 
from this firſt place. 

The other is in the ſame Epiſtle; and if we attend 
only to the found of the words, it may ſeem, at firſt 
hearing, to be direQly levelled againtt private mens 
attempting to underſtand the Scripture. For xo Pro- 2 Per. 1, 20, 
phecy of Scripture ts of any private Interpretation. So our 
Engliſh Tranſlation renders it ; but the vulgar Latin 
is in this place leſs ambiguous, The Prophecy of Scri- prophetia Scri. 
pture is not made by 4 may's own Interpretation. That is, Me mroriitn- 
The holy Penmen being inſpired , - did not write of ,,7% 
their own heads; they did not Interpret their own 
minds, but the mind of God. That this is the intent 


of the place, is plain from the following words: _ 
H t 


Probat Prophe- 
ticum Serms- 
nem eſſe firmio- 


rem,eiq; ftudio- 


ſe nos debere im- 
tendere ex eo, 
quad Prophetia 
non fit Sermo 
Prophete, ſed 


Dej, &c. Corn, 


a Lap, in loc, 
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the Prophecy came not in old time by the will of man : but 
holy men of God, ſpake as they were moved by the Holy 
Ghoit. With this agrees the Explication of a learned 
Jeſuit ; one that is particularly tamous for his elabo- 
rate Commentaries on the Bible : The Apoſtle, ſays he, 
proves, that the Prophetical Word is the more firm and 
valid ; and that we ought ailigently to apply our minds 
unto it ;, becauſe that Prophecy is not the word of the Pro- 
phet, but of God, who is the ff and infallible Truth. 
This is the thing he ſays; The Propheſie of Scripture 
is not made by a'man's own Interpretation : i. &. It is not 
of his own Invention, as if the Prophet of himſelf ſhould 
ring to light, interpret, aud explain hidden and future 
things, by the ſharpneſs of his own wit : For as Philo ſays 
ithis Book concerning Rewards and Puniſhments, The 
Prophet is God's Interpreter , by whom he delivers us his 
Oratles. That this is the ſenſe , appears from the reaſon 
which St. Peter explaining himſelf, does immediately ſub- 
join. For thei Prophecy came not, &c. The Evidence 
of Trua'extorted this free Expoſition from the Pen 
of a Jeſuit. He afterwards, to' ſerve the Popiſh 
Cauſe, makes an attempt to draw it another way ; 
and would have it to argue againſt mens Interpretive 
Scripture by their own underſtandings. It is a: great 
advantage indeed that theſe men have above the He- 
'reticks ; if when they have given one ſenſe of a place, 
and proved it to be agreeable to the {cope of the Text, 
they may take the liberty to clap in another , quite 
diffrent from the former. At this rate they are ne- 
ver like to want Scripture-proofs, for any thing their 
occaſions may require ; not excepting the worſhip of 
Images, or the Sacrifice of the Maſs, the Pope'sInfal- 
libility, or what they pleaſe. But if the firſt Expli- 
cation be true, as it 1s certainly here , the other is 
pot only 1mpertinent, but falſe. Theſe objeQtions 
+ therefore 
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therefore do not overthrow the Perſpicuisy of the 
Scriptures. 
This notwithſtanding we do not deny; but that 
there may be many paſſages very obſcure. But ſee- 
ing thoſe that are plain are ſufficient for our neceſſary 
in{truQtion, the different apprehenſfions we may have 
about the obſcure ones cannot indanger our Salvation. 
And God has thus ordered it, in his infinite Wiſdom, 
as is conceived by very pious and judicious men, that 
what is plain might ſuffice to direct our lives; and 
what is obſcure might ſerve to whet and exerciſe our 
induſtry ; and prevent that fooliſh contempt that men 
are apt to have for eaſy, things. But becauſe the Fa- 
thers ſometimes ſpeak of great myſteries, and diffi- 
culties that are in the Scriptures ; the Popiſh Writers 
generally lay hold on theſe expreſſions, and extend 
them a great deal farther than they intended. When 
they find any mention of ſome things that are obſcure, 
they will needs infer, that all are ſo; and either will- 
tully overlook, or diſingenuouſly ſupprels thoſe other 
places, in which it is acknowledged , that whatever 
1s neceſſary is plain ; ſome of which I have now pro- 
duced. © But though the things may be never ſo plain 
in themſelves, yet this will not always ſecure us from 
being miſtaken. Negligence and inadvertency may 
betray men into errors 1n the plaineſt Caſes. Want 
of care may cauſe us to ſtumble and fall in the ſmooth- 
cſt way. 


II. 


To avoid this, there are certain ways and means 
which will not fail to bring thoſe, that duly uſe them, 
to a right underſtanding or Irterpreting the Scripture, 


in all thoſe plain neceſſary things. It is not my de- 
; H 2 fign 


L 
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fign here to hy down all thoke Rules which may be 


uſeful to us in the Expoſition of Scripture ; but only 
to touch upon ſome things, which being carefully ob- 
ferved , will by God's Bleffing fecure us from all 
damnable errors, and give us that knowledge which 
ſhall be fufficient to the ſaving of our Souls, ' Theſe 
E ſhall divide into preparatory difpofitions, which 
will be requiſite for all thoſe that intend ſeriouſly ro 
ſearch the Scriptures; and immediate helps, that will 
be of great uſe, when we aQtually apply our ſelves to 
the ſtudy of them. 

When we intend {crioufly to- ſearch into the ſenſe 
and meaning of the holy Scriptures, we mult come 
with fuach preparatory — of mind and affe- 
tions, that there may be nothing in us that may 
any way obſtruct the diſcovery 'of the Truth. We 
muſt come therefore with a treedom from prejudice ; 
with an carneft defire to learn; with a ſteady Reſo- 
hation to obey ; and with hearty Prayers for a Bleſ- 
ſing upon our indeavours. 

t. When. we read the Scripture, we ſhould do it 
with a = mg, free from all prejudice. We 
muſt not ſuffer our ſelves to be ſo far prepoſlefſed 
with any — we may have taken up, as to be- 
come unwilling to part with it , whenever it ſhall 
appear, that there is more evidence on the other fide. 
We ſhould examine every thing with an abſolute 
impartiality and indifferency of Judgment ; and be 
always ready to yield our aſſent to the ſtrongeſt argu- 
ments, though they ſhould happen to be never ſo 
contrary to any of our former per{waſions. He that 
reads and conliders with fuch an unbyaſfed mind, is 
the moſt likely to apprehend things, as they are in 
themſelves;- but all prejudice corrupts the Judgment, 
and inclines it to determine, according to the opinion 

7 | that 
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that it has py 4 imbraced : Like an Eye that is 
troubled with a ſuffuſion, it tinfures every abjeRt it 
looks ypon with its own colour. If an Arrian be re- 
ſolved in his Hereſy, he will force any expreſſion to 
ſtem to back it ; and make a ſhift to evade the moſt 
undeniable Authorities that can be brought for the Di- 
vinity of our bleſſed Lord ; and a Socinian will be 
more irreclaimable than he. Ifa Papiſt be fully beat 
upon his unconceivable DoQrine of Tranſubſtantia- 
tion, and think himſelf bound to fall dowa and adore 
the Conſecrated Wafer ; he will ſtick cloſe to Hoc eff 
Corpus meum,and never be driven from hisliteral ſenſe; 
though himſelf confels there are figurative expreſſions 
in ſome of the words of Inſtitution ; though the Fa- 
thers affirm thoſe to be ſo; though St. Paul calls the 
Elements by the name of Bread, leveral times in the 
{ame Chapter ; and though the point he maintaias ſo 
zcalouſly be prefled wit _— more abſurdities 
and contradictions, than ever could be charged upon 
the groſſeſt ſuperſtitions of any of the Heathens ; yet 
all is to no purpoſe ; you [ball never perſwade hm, 
he will deny his Senſe, and Reaſon, and Fathers, and 
Scriptures, and any thing, rather than { pon with his 
monſtrous Notion. This is a known and pregnant in- 
ſtance, of the ſtrange power of Prejudice ; but indeed 


the Fancy they have generally entertained that their 


Church is Infallible, and that they are bound to un» 
derftand the Scripture no otherwiſe. But as they are 
Interpreted by that Church, 1s enough alone, if they 
be true to it, to ſecure all thoſe of the Roman Come: 
munion, from ever being convinced, by the cleareſt 


Texts that can be ny alledged. Other prejudi- 


ces may be able to blind the Judgment in ſome parti» 
cular Caſes, but this will do it ettkeftually in AIL If 
they are but told, that the thing has been A 

y 
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'by her Authority, they will run headlong upon the 
-moſt manifeſt abſurdities, and disbelieve their own 
ſenſes, before they will queſtion the credit of their 
' Church. This conceit makes them venture upon the 
worſhip of Images, in ſpight of the ſecond Com- 
mandment ; and keep up their Prayers in an unknown 
'tongue, notwithſtanding whatever St. Paul can ſay 
to the contrary. For next to the not reading them * 
at all, their reading them with ſuch a prejudice, is 
_ «the moſt certain way never to come toany true know- 
ledge of the Scriptures. He that would underſtand 
them aright, muſt read them with a free and unby- 
aſſed Judgment. : - 
2. And not only ſo, but he muſt likewiſe have an 
earneſt deſire to learn. He that 15cold and indifferent, 
makes himſelf unworthy of the truth ; but an ar- 
dent aftetion ſhews what a value we have for it, 
quickens our indeavours after it, and is one of the beſt 
qualifications we can have for the attainment of it. 
St. Chry/oſtom thinks this of it ſelf may be ſufficient : 
$1azv0}ory We have, ſays he, a very loving Maſter , and when he 
_ rod ſees that we are ſollicitous, and that we expreſs a great de- 
bTyv X) £ : np . 
nedey ifs fire of underſtanding the Divine Oracles, he does not ſuffer 
ueeuurG!lc: wy to ſtand in need of any thing elſe ; but preſently in- 
2 x leohtens our minds , and gives us illumination from him- 
miderxrouire ſelf, and according to his gracious wiſdom , implants the 


| =2-- ph whole true Dottrine in onr Souls. To this he applies 


tn.6 the words of our Saviour ; Bleſſed are they which do hun- 


ger and thirſt after righteouſneſs, for they ſhall be filled. 
God who has been pleaſed to make a very plentiful 
proviſion for our outward neceſſities, will not be 
backward in the ſupply of our ſpiritual wants. He 
that has'ſtored the World with Meat and Drink, for 
the gratification of thoſe ſenſitive Appetites he has 
implanted in us, will 'certainly take care to fatisfie 


tharx 
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that deſire of knowledge , which is the moſt natural 
and vehement , as well as the moſt:noble and divine 
paſſion of the reaſonable Soul. 
. 3. But to.this deſire we muſt add a ſteady refolu- 
- tion toobey, whatever we ſhall learn. When we ak 
fect to be informed, only to humour a vain Curioſity, 
or pleaſe our ſelves with an opinion of our great skill 
and inſight into the Myſteries of Religion, without 
any farther deſign ; this is ſomething like the longing 
of our firlt Parents after the Tree of Knowledge. 'This 
was the main occaſion of all the-antient Herelies; and 
- among theſe the Gnoſticks, that took their very deno- 
mination- from Science , were ſome of the firſt and 
greateſt corrupters of the Chriſtian Doarine.  Snch 
as theſe are wont not only to run into many fooliſh 
and abſurd errours, but their Lives are generally as 
licentious as their Opinions. And this .-being ſo di- 
rectly oppoſite to the grand intent of God's revealing 
his mind unto us, they that refuſe to obey his Will, 
do thereby make themſelves uncapable of underſtand- 
ing it; or if they do underſtand it in ſome meaſure, 
they quickly over-power it by ſome falſe conceits of 
their own. For experience will tell us, thata vicious 
Life, does by degrees, deſtroy the very Principles by 
which we ſhould att ; and that both by its own na- 
tural tendency, and the juſt Judgment of God. 'Thus 
thoſe lewd perſons the Apoſtle ſpeaks of, though they 
had no other light but that of nature to guide them ; 
yet becauſe they held ſo much of the truth, as was 1m- See Rom. 1. 
' parted unto them, in «nrighteouſneſs ; therefore they %: 17,18, ©c. 
ecame vain in their imazinations, and their fooliſh heart 
was darkned. Profeſſine themſelves to be wiſe, they ve- 
came fools. And lo they that ſhould be impoſed up: - 
on by the /ying wonders, and pretended Miracles of 


that wicked one ; the reaſon of it is given ; Becauſe they The, z. 10, 
received 11: 


— — ——— —— 
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received not the lowe of the truth, that they mght be ſa- 
wed. - And for this cauſe God fpall ſend then ſtrong delu- 
ſion, that they ſhould believe a lie. For as weare told 
2 Tim, 3. 13- 10 another place, Evit men and ſedacers ſhall wax worſe 
and worſe, deceiving and being deceived. Errors in pra- 
Qice are apt to breed miſtakes in Judgment ; and per- 
verſeneſs in the will, ordinarily produces blindneſs in 
the underſtanding. But he that is ſincere and con- 
. ſcientious in the diſcharge of his Duty, takes the moſt 
effeftual courſe to improve his knowledge. So our 
Jo. 7.17. - Saviour declared to the Jews: 1* any man will do his 
will, he ſhall know of the Doitrize, whether it be of God, 
or whether I ſpeak of my ſelf. Holineſs of Life is one of 
the beſt means of right Information ; and if we are 
ignorant of what is neceflary for us, it muſt proceed 
Ne ye chiefly from the prevalency of our finful paſſions. For, 
——_ - as one has told us very truly, al things in the holy Seri- 
| > nn WM pture ave clear to all thoſe that will come to the holy word, 
o+þi7 noyt with a mind religiouſly diſpoſed. That is, all ſuch as are 
Ya 4 vet (incerely reſolved to obey the truth which they ſhall 

abyp. Epi-. there diſcover. | 
phan, Hzrcl, , And to this reſolution we muſt join our hearty 

= Prayers for a bleſſ inde "W 

ayers for a bleſſing upon our indeavours. e are 
bound to beg our daily Bread of Almighty God, and 
we ought much more, and with greater earneſtneſs, 
to pray unto him for our ſpiritual food. David peti- 
tions him ſeveral times, in the ſame P/alm, in the ve- 


Plal, r19. 12. ry ſame words: Teach me thy Statutes. And again, 


26. 64. 68, mine eyes, that I may behold: wondrous things ont of 
2» Wd thy Law. And, Give me underft andizg, that I way learn 
V. 73s thy Commandments. Here we have the Example of a 
devout and holy Man, praying frequently for the Di- 

vine affiftance 1n the ftudy of his Duty ; and St. James 

aſſures us expreſly , that ſuch Prayers as theſe, ſhall 

Jan, 1.5. be certainly beard : ff any man lack Wiſdom, CP 
venly 
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ptures; And ſo modified, as St. Auſtin 
* expreſſes it, that there is no man that may 
| not p nn thence draw, that which is ſufficient 

for him, if he do but come to draw it forth, 
with Piety and Devotion, as true Religion 
requires, We muſt make our humble ad- 
drelſes to the God of all Mercy and Truth; 
and he will ſurely give us that Grace, 


ſtanding of the holy Scriptures. 


and Judicious, and the like. 


ſteems this to be as much as is requiſite, 


venly Wiſdom, let him ask of God, that giveth to all men 
liberally, and upbraideth not ; and it ſhall be given him. 
Not that we are to expett any new Revelations; for 
all this Wiſdom is already revealed in the holy Scri- 


which will both inable us to ſubdue our corruptions, 
and togainſo much knowledge of his holy wall,as ſhall 
be neceſlary for the attainment of Eternal Happineſs, 
If therefore we come to them without prejudice, 
L with a ſerious defire to know the truth, and a firm 
reſolution to obey it, and add to all, our devout Pray- 
ers to Almighty God for his gracious affiltance, we 
are in ſome meaſure fitly prepared, for a right under- 


But beſides theſe preparatory diſpoſitions, there are 
ſome immediate helps , that will be of great ule, 
when we aQually apply our ſelves to the ſtudy of 
them : Such as diligent and attentive reading, conſi- 
dering the main ſcope and dElign of the Texts, com- | 
paring of places, diſtinguiſhing betwixt proper and 
figurative expreſſions ; conſulting with the Learned 


'x. The firſt and moſt general of theſe is diligent 
and attentive reading. St. Pau! commands Timothy, i Tim, 4. 13. 
to give attendance to reading. And St. C A_ C= 
0 


derſtanding the Writings of that great Apoſtle. He 
acquaints his hearers what a particular zeal he had 
I : 


J7. 


* Ineſt omnm0 veritas, oo re« 
ficiends inſtaurandiſq; enimis 
accommodatiſſima diſciplina : 5 
plane ita modificata , ut nemo 
inde haurire non poſſit, quod ſibi 
ſatis eft, i mod) ad hauriendum 
derots ac pie, ut vera Religia 
poſcit, accedat, Aug, de Uri- 
lir, credend. Cap, 6, 


r the un- 


for 
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for his Epiſtles, and that the skilt he had in theſe, was 
nat owing to any entraordinay: parts, or acuteneſs of 
jadgment ; but to his being continually converſant in 
Kai uit, « them. L414 YOu, lays he, if ye will apply your minds 
Sing) wile carefully to reading, nll want nothing. 6/fe. * For the word 
Tera 13 of Chriſt cannot deceive us, which ſays, feek, and ye ſhall 
De y170, | find; knock, and it ſhall be opened unto you. He thinks 
«d4y3+ £7:8%. this enough , and he grounds his opinion upon the 
promiſe of our Saviour. And indeed this is ſo univer- 


alevIns ya 
& 7H Nurs {ally confeſſed, to be abſolutely neceſlary, to the find- 


+> neli ing out the ſenſe of any Author whatſoever ; that the 

in Epiſt. ad Romaniſts muſt be allowed the ſole glory of that won- 

—_ derful Invention, of teaching the people the true In- 
terpretation of the Scripture, by torbidding them to 
read it. 


2. But we who do not only allow, but earneſtly 
recommend the reading of it, ſhould when we read, 
ſeriouſly conſider the main ſcope and defign of the 
Text ; what connexion the words may have with 
what goes before, and with what follows ; by whom, 
and to whom they were ſpoken ; at what time, and 
upon what occaſion; with any "other material cir- 
cumſtances that may fall under our obſervation, 
which will often prove the beſt Key , to let us into 
the true ſenſe of the place. Butthat we may at leaſt 
avoid all dangerous Errours in the Interpretation of 
any part of the Holy Scripture , we ſhould be con- 
ſtantly mindful of the great intent for which it was 
written; which was certainly no other, but the pro-- 

\ ales. .- Mong of real Piety ; or the love of God and our 
2/7 15- Neighbour ; asSt. Auſtin * ſhews at large. And there- 


tur Scripturas = 

divinas , wel quamlibet earum partem , intellexiſſe ſ1bi videtur, ita ut eo intelle tu non edificet 
iſtam genninam charitatem Dei, 0 proximi, nondum intelleaat. Riſque vero talem inde ſenten- 
tiam duxerit ut huic edificandg; charitati ſit utils, non tamen hoc dixerit, quod ille quem legit eo 
too ſenſiſſe probatur, non pernicioſe fallitur —— ita fallitur ac ſi quiſquam errore deſvrens viam, 
eo tamen per agrum pergat. quo viatle perdacit, Aug. de Dot. Chril.. 1, 1, c. 36. 


fore, 
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fore , ſays he , whoever thinks he wnderflands the holy 
Scriptares, or any part of them , in ſuch a ſenſe as does 
not promote this twofold love of God and our Neighbour ; 
he does not yet underſtand them. But whoever ſhall from 
thence gather ſuch a ſenſe, as is nſeful to the promoting of 
that Love, and yet ſhould not ſpeak the ſenſe of the Author . 
in that place; in this caſe, he is not in a pernicious E- 
rour, but only in ſuch a one, 4s a man would be, that 
ſhould through mittake leave the road, and yet go on to the 
ſame place, the road. leads to, by croſſing a field, Such 
miſtakes as theſe are very innocent, and no way pre- 
judicial to our Salvation : For though we may happen 
to miſapprehend ſome paſſages we would ground it 

upon, yet our opinion is in it ſelf pious and true. 7491" 2x eiſ 
And it is certain what the ſame Author tells 'us in verts, wn we 
another place, that * when there may be not one, but tw mm aliquidſed 
or more ſenſes gathered out of the ſame words of Scripture, (nn 1s. 
though it be not known what was the ſenſe of him that amſi latet quid | 
wrote, there is nothing of danger, if it can be proved out _ —_ w 
of other places of the holy Scriptures , that every one of periculi eſt, y 
thoſe ſenſes is agreeable to the trmh. So that as the #libet earum 
conſidering the ſcope of them, will lead us into the ;,7';. yi 1. 
meaning x Jonghe particular Texts ; ſo the having the [mn 
CYIPTHFAYUIM 


main intent of the Scriptures. always in our Eye,” *- poteſt 


may preſerve us from being dangerouſly miſtaken in aug. de Dod. 
any. Chriſt, lib. Z* 
3. After this we ſhould carefully compare ſeveral © 7 
places, and expound the more difficult, by thoſe that 

are plain and expreſs. For as St. Baſil obſerves, Thofe Ta <ugifoe 
things that ſeem to be ambiguous , and obſcurely ſpoken tn Tatu 
ſome places of the holy Scripture, are explained by thoſe that Porarla fn0s 
are confeſſed to be clear in other places. St. Auſtin 1s per- 7171 Tirors | 
feAly of the ſame mind ; and tells us, * That the Scri- _— oy 
Ved of 3 anos Tho cuoreyuptres ragurits)av. Baſil Reg, Brev. Reſp. ad Interrog. 
267, * Scriptara hac in promptis, quod in recond#is babet, Aug. ad Voluſ. Ep. 3» 
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ture contains the ſame things in thoſe places that may be 
Feadih underſtood , which it does in the moſt hhrofe . 


+ Nihil fer? ex illis obſcurita- 
tibas eruitur, quod non planiſſum? 
diftum alih1 reperiatur. Aug. 
de DoR. Chriſt, lib. 2. Cc. 5. 

+ Ad obſcuriores locutines 1(- 
luftrandss , de manifeſtioribus 
ſumantur exempla, 8c. Ib. C. 5. 

+ qperta Gy manifeſt el:ga- 
mus, Que fi in ſanttis ſeriptu- 
ris non invenirentur , nuilo moas 
eſſet unde operirentur clauſa, & 
tluſtrarentur obſcura. Aug, de 
Unir, Eccl, c. 6. 


+ That there is —_ almoſt to be gotten 


out of the obſcure paſſages, which may not 
be found moſt clearly delivered elſewhere. 
And therefore he frequently lays down 
ſuch direCtions as theſe : * T hat examples 


ſhould be chyſes from the more plain and ma- 


nifeſt, for the illuſtration of the more obſcure 


forms of ſpeech; and ſome teſtimonies, the 


meaning of which is certain, that may take 
away our doubting concerning the uncertain. 


This he thinks ſo neceſſary, + That if 
there were not plain and clear places to be found inthe holy 
Scriptures, there would be no means left by which we could 
poſſibly open and illuſtrate the obſcure ones. He accounts 
it the only way to Interpret Scripture by Scripture ; 
and expound the difficult paſſages, by thoſe that are 
plain and eaſy. I might tranſcribe a great deal more 
out of the ſame Author, to the ſame effect ; but this I 
have purpoſely ſet down in his own words, as an in- 
ſtance of our agreement with the antient Writers of 
the Church, in this Caſe, as well as others that are in 
diſpute; and to ſhew, that the Romaniſts, that are 
continually making their loud brags of the Authority 
of the Fathers, are the men that do the moſt contra» 
dit them. 

4- Another help for the better underſtanding the 
Scriptures, is the diſtinguiſhing betwixt proper and 
figurative expreſſions, If this be not caretully obſer- 
ved, it may quickly betray us into many groſs and 
ridiculous Errours. And here the moſt general Rule 
is, That where the literal is manifeſtly abſurd or impi- 
ous, there the words are always to be taken in a figu- 
rative ſenſe. Of this St. Auſtin (whom I have had 

occaſion 
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occaſion frequently to mention, eſpecially his Books 


de Dottrina ( briſtiana, where he treats deſignedly of 


the Interpretation of Scripture) gives us a very un- 
fortunate Inſtance, for the Church ot 


in you. This, ſayes he, ſeems #0 injoin 4 


and profit, to lay up in our memory, that his 

Fleſh was Crucified and wounded for us. He looks upon 
it as a horrible and flagitious crime, as indeed it was, 
to eat the Fleſh, and drink the Blood of our Saviour in a 
literal ſenſe. We ſee how far he was from thinking, 
that the Elements in the Lord's Supper , did undergo 
any Tranſubſtantiating change. Aad they that will 
not be perſwaded by this, and many other reaſons, 
that the words are to be underi{tood Figuratively, are 


perfectly beyond the power of conviction. And if | 


others were reſolved to be as obſtinate as they , it 
, were impoſlible to confute the moſt monſtrous opini- 
on. It might be eaſily maintained, that our Saviour 
was a material. Door, ora Vine; that St. Peter was a 
Rock of Stone:; and 'his Succeſſor:, by conſequence, 


could be no better. - The ogg) eee! would be 


the beſt diſputants in the World, and prove demon- 
ftratively, that Almighty God had Hands and Arms, 
Eyes and Ears, properly ſo called; that he was ex- 
ally of humane ſhape; and that the Divine Image 
conſiſted in this external reſemblance. IF- no+ Abſur- 
dities can force men to depart. from the literal ſenſe, 
when they are pleaſed to be ſtiff ; if others ſhould 
take the ſame liberty, there would be no way of re- 
ducing ſuch Hereticks, but by throwing good ſtore 


Ys | 
* , Jo. 6. 53. Niſi manduca- 
Rome. * Except ye eat the fleſh of the Son weritis, &c. Facimu aut flag- 
of Man, and drink his blood, ye have no life tium videtur jubere. Figura eft 

rg Pprecipiens Exp Domint 
. F eſſe communicandum, (5 ſuavi- 
very wicked and heinous thinz, Therefore it ter arg; wiliter —— in 


is a Figure , commanaing us to communicate mrid, quad pro nbis caro e- 
» yes crucifta t wlnerata ſit, 


of the Paſſion of the: Lora , and with delight "aug, deDo8. Cui, l.3.c.16. 
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of Anathema's among them , as they are wont to do 
that have nothing elſe to plead for themſelves ; 
may have ſome hopes toconfute their Adverſaries wi 
Curſes, but never by Argument, | 

-5, If when we have obſerved ſuch Rules as theſe, 
there ſhould yet remain any difficulties unreſolved, 
the beſt way that is left to clear them, will be to con- 
ſult with the Learned and Judicious ; thoſe whoſe 
chief ſtudy and imployment it is, to inquire into the 
true ſenſe of the holy Scriptures. By this means ma- 
ny intricate and dubious places may be quickly ex- 
plained, which might otherwiſe ſeem inexplicable. 
As it is commonly practiſed in other Caſes : What- 
ever kind of knowledge 1t be that men delire to gain; 
that they may the more eaſily attain it, and in the 
greater perfection, they are wont to adviſe with the 
moſt expert Maſters in their ſeveral Profeſhons. To 
theſe thoſe that have opportunity may add many 0- 
ther helps ; ſuch as skill in the Original Languages ; 


. examining the moſt Authentick Tranſlations , both 


antient and modern ; acquainting themſelves with 
Jewiſh and Chriſtian Antiquities ; getting ſome in- 
ſight into Eccleſiaſtical Hiſtory , Fathers, Councils, 
and the beſt Authors of later times, that have written 
either purpoſely, or occaſionally on this ſubje&t. We 
exclude nothing that may be any way ſerviceable to 
the right underſtanding of the Text. After all, there 
may remain ſome Chronological accounts, ſome pro- 


. phetical PrediQtions, and other obſcure paſſages, whickr 


we may not be able fully to unfold, by theſe, or any 
other methods. | 


[IL But 
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But as to all neceſſary points, we may be as un- 
queſtiooably afſured of the true fenſe of Scripture, 
thus Interpreted, as it is poſſible for any man to be, 
of the ſenſe of any other Writing in the World. For 
if the Scripture be ſo plain, as I have ſhewed, in all 
things neceſfary to Salvation, that it may be under- 
ſtood by any man of an ordinary capacity , then if 
we come to it with a mind rightly diſpoſed, willing 
to learn and to do our Duty ; and make uſe of ſuch 
helps asT have named ; we may certainly be ſure that 
we do ſo far underſtand it ; or elſe we can never be 
ſure that we underſtand any thing. Suppoſe the 
queſtion ſhould be concerning, Livy's Hiſtory, or Tut- 
ly's Offices ; and a man ſhould read theſe very dili- 
gently, obſerve their main ſcope and deſign, conſider 
their Stile and Phraſe, and where he met with any 
difficulty, in ſuch caſe adviſe with the moſt Learned 
and Skillfal Grammarians ; upon this he might be ſuf- 
ficiently aſſured that he underſtood the mind of his 
Authors, at leaft in the moſt clear and perſpicuous 
paſſages. And he would be judged very troubleſome 


and impertinent, that ſhould tell him thart all his pains ' 


were to little purpoſe ; he could never be certain but 
that he might be miſtaken, for want of the direQion 
of an Infallible Guide. There may indeed be ſome 
places 1n theſe and other Writers, where the beſt Cri- 
ticks may not be able to diſcover the true ſenſe ; but 
it were an intolerable vanity in any man to argue, 
that therefore they mult never truſt their own Judg- 
ments. Some things in Livy may be liable to diſpute ; 
and yet he may make a clear relation, how Mazlius 
defended the Capitol againſt the Gaws, with great 
bravery ; 
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bravery ; and how Camillus relieved him, and routed 
the Enemy, juſt as he was upon the point of ſurren- 

_ dring the place into their hands. That Book of Twl- 
Hs, which I mentioned, may have ſome obſcurities 
in it, and yet I may be ſure enough that he declares Þ 
lainly againſt all manner of fraud and injuſtice, -ly- | 
ing and equivocation, and other crimes, which have * ( 
been more favourably dealt with, by ſome later Ca- 
ſuiſts. Plain things will ſhew themſelves by their 
own light; and if a perverſe man ſhould attempt to 
perſwade me they are obſcure, when I ſenſibly per- 
ceive the contrary ; I ſhall no more believe him, than 
if he ſhould te!l me it were Midnight, when T ſee the 
Sun ſhining in my Face. When his words are clear 
and expreſs, the mind of an Author may be eaſily 
: known ; and Iam, ſure very many, nay all neceſſary 
. things, areas plain in the Scripture, as words can 

make them ; and therefore there can be no reaſon 
imaginable why they ſhould not be altogether as In- 
telligible,as any Writings of humane Invention. When 

I find the Worſhip of Images expreſly forbidden ; I 

muſt needs think that proſtration and veneration that 

. is paid them in the Church of Rowe, to be utterly un- 
lawful ; and that I can never honour God, by falling 

on my knees to the Statue of a Saint. When I read 

our Saviour's command, Drink ye all of this, T cannot 

be reconciled to the Decree of the Council of Conſtance, 

that takes away the Cup from the Laity, with a nor 

obſtante to his poſitive Inſtitution. Whea I ſee the 

Apoſtle arguing the matter at large, and determining 

Heb. 9.. at laſt, that Chriſt was once offered ; I can by no means 
underſtand, how he can be offered again, inten thou- 

ſand places every day, in the Sacrifice of the Maſs. All 

the cavilling and ſophiſtry that can be uſed, is not e- 

- nough to incline me to believe , againſt the expreſs 

| words 
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words of holy Scripture. And it is this that makes 
the Romaniſts {tickle ſo zealoully for the neceſfity of 
an Infallible Interpreter ; not to explain what is ob- 
ſecure, but to darken, or elude that which is plain. To 
this purpoſe they are forced to ſet up ſuch a one, as 
may overaw . men's Judgments , and make them di- 
ſtruſt, or, if need be, deny the truth of their own fa+ 
culties, and ſubmit blindly to his authority. But this 
Interpreter, whoever he be, if he give a ſenſe that 
contradicts the letter of the ſacred Text, as all the 
pretenders have often done, it is a clear demonſtra- 
tion that he is not Infallible. And yet this idle boaſt 

of Infallibility, 1s the only thing by which they creats 
a vain confidence in their own Party ; and ſtrive to 
amule the minds of the weaker ſort of the other ſide ; 
as if becauſe they confeſs themſelves to be ſubjeCt to 
be miſtaken, they could never be certain of any thing. 
If this ſuppolition were true, no Man could have any 
certainty, but only the Infallible perſon himſelf. 1f 
it be the Pope on whom they think fit to confer this 
wouderful Privilege ; he muſt injoy the benefit of it 
alone, and all the reſt of that Communion muſt be lett 
as dubious and uncertain, as they imagine us to be. 
If they pleaſe rather to beſtow this honour upon the 

General Council, as moſt, of late in theſe parts, tell 
us they do; the caſe will be the ſame , as to thoſe 
that are not admitted into that Aſſembly ; and they 
that are, can be priviledged only during their Seſſion ; 
as ſoon as ever they are diſſolved, they immediately 

become as lyable to errors as other mortals ; and ſo in 

all the longeſt intervals of Councils, there 1s no Guide 

nor Interpreter that can be depended upon ; nothing 

left to ſupport their aſſurance, but a ſtrange Chimera 

of an Infallible Church-without one Infallible perſon 

in it. -So that this conceit, inſtead of being the only-. 
14 K way 
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way of giving men any certainty in their Religion, as 
herd ently pretended, will be found to prove the 
dire& road, that leads them unavoidably into perfe& 


Scepticiſm. But if they ſay , as they do, that in all 


matrers of Revelation, ſuch as the Scripture is, our 
aſſent muſt be always grounded upon Teſtimony ; 
and therefore it can never be firm, and certain, un- 
leſs the truth be delivered to us by one on whoſe Au- 
thority we may ſecurely depend ; that is, one that 
cannot be deceived himſelf, and we are ſure will not 
deceive us. Thus 1s uy true, indeed : But then we 
have great reaſon to believe, that there is no- fuch 
Judge nor Interpreter to be found upon Earth. If 
they think there be, let them ſhew us his Commiſſi- 
on; and agree among themſelves , who it is ; and 
then the matter may deſerve to be further conſidered. 
In the mean time we are very well aſſured, that our 
aſſent being built upon the word of God, ſtands upon 
a Foundation that can never be ſhaken. The Divine 
Teftimony is that which muſt give us the moſt abſo- 
lute and undoubted certainty. And where that ſpeaks 
plainly, as I have ſhewed it does, in all neceſlaries ; 
there will be no need of an Interpreter. For what is 
plain already, may be underſtood, without being till 
further explained. If it cannot, then their pretended 
Infallible Interpreter, will want another to interpret 
him, and that other a third, and ſo on i» Infinitum ; 
which is a known abſurdity, that will always leave 
them doubtful and unrefolved in every thing. But 
we that ground our Relief immediately upon theWord 
of God, do reft upon that which 1s truly Infallible ; 
and which ſpeaks ſo clearly, that we may be as cer- 
tain of the of it, as of any other Writing what- 
ſoever ; and if this be not certainty enough, there 
can be no ſuch thing as certainty in the World. 


And 


of Interpreting Scripture. 
And now that I have proved, that the haly Scri- 


pture is ſo plain, that it may be rightly and certainly 


underſtood, by the help of ſuch means, as Proteſtants 
are wont to make uſe of, all the abſurd and ridiculaus 
conſequences, which Mr. P. and 1/a«c, and ſuch as 
they, would perſwade us do follow from the Prate» 
ſtant Rule of Faith, will be of no force. 

I. It does not follow , that Whatever any wan of 
ſound Judement ſayes u the ſenſe of Scripture, ought there- 
fore to be called the Dottrine of the Reformation. They 
that hold the Doftrine of Probability , that men may 
att with a ſafe Conſcience upon the opinion of one 
Do&tor, may be juſtly charged with this, or ſome- 
thing extreamly like it. - But all that are of the Re- 
formation declare unanimouſly , that all men are ſub- 
je to error; and that they do not think themſelves 
bound to ſubmit to any man's Judgment, or Interpre- 
tation of Scripture, any farther than it can be proved 
to be the true and genuine ſenſe of the Text. We 
have a great deal more reaſon to affirm, that what» 
ever has been taught by any of their moſt Ignorant 
and illiterate Popes, is therefore the Doctrine of the 
Church of Rowe. This cannot be denied, by thoſe 
that ſuppoſe them to be Infallible, as very many till 
do; iy et they are grown very ſhy of late, and 
ſeem mighty unwilling to grant it. But let them 
clear themſelves, as well as they can; we are not in- 
ſlaved to any Man's Judgment. There is nothing 
that can command our aſſent, in matters of Faith, bur 
_ is agreeable to the plain ſenſe of the Word of 
God. 

- 2. It does not follow, Thet we may change Religions 
4s often. as we pleaſe. For we that ground eur Religion 
upon plain and evident places of Scripture, as long 
as we continue trye to this Principle, cannot Chenge 
| K 2 our 
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our Reli2ion , unleſs the Scriptures themſelves could 
be changed ; which would be a great convenience in- 
deed to the Church 'of Rome. For till that be:done; 
the Hereticks will be furniſhed with ſhrewd objeQti- 
ons againſt all her peculiar , and moſt beloved Do- 
Arines. Purgatory, Indulgences, and Maſſes for the 
Dead, with a great many more of the fame ſtamp, 
muſt run an apparent hazar4 of being utcerly loſt. 
And therefore, to prevent ſo great a miſchief, ſhe 
has done whatever lay in her power to efte&t ſuch a 
Change; by voting the vulgar Latin to be Authentick ; 
in oppoſition to all other Tranſlations, and the ori- 
ginal it ſelf; and by making unwritten Traditions of 
equal Authority with the written word. And as to 
their Religion, we are ſure they have chanzed it from 
what it was in the Apoſtles dayes; and tor ſeveral 
Ages after that. They have been continually Chang- 
ing., till the greateſt Change was brought in by the 
Council of Trext ; which made many things neceſſary 
to be believed, which had never been determined be- 
fore. Since that, the Biſhop of Meaux, and ſome 0- 
thers, have introduced another (hange ; and indea+ 
voured to refine ſome of the groſſer errours of Popery, 
and make them look as near as was poſlible, like the 
Proteſtant Opinions; and, it may be, when they ſhall 
find it expedient for their Cauſe , they will pluck of 
the diſguiſe, and let them appear in their native Co- 
lours again. Our Rule is fixt, and we cannot vary 
from it : But they that make their Faith to depend 
upon Popes and Councils , may alter often, and do 
not know what kind of Relizio» may be made for 
them, when ſuch an Afſembly ſhall meet next. 

3. It does not follow, That the allowing prizate per- 
ſons to underſtand, or _— Scripture, tu an Inlet to 
all Hereſy ; much leſs to Turciſm, Fudaiſm, Paganiſm, 


and 
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and Atheiſne it ſelf. | For the Scripture , as has been 

roved, 1s fo plain.in all things neceſſary; that it may 
be: underſtood by men of ordinary capacities.:' And 
then it willſeera exceeding ſtrange ,-thar that : which 
was appointed, and ſo admirably fitted, by God him- 
ſelf, for rhe inſtructing and guiding us in the way of 
Salvation, . ſhould be made the great pretended occa- 
ſion of leading us into the moſt profane and-damnable 
errors. It is certainly the ignorance of the Scriptures, 
that is. the true cauſe of all ſuch miſtakes. So our 
bleſſed Saviour told the Sadducees, - 1n the great Article 
of the Reſurrection , Te do err, not knowing the. Scri- Mat. 22, 29, 
ptures, And how well they that are always boaſting 
of their Intallibility, and indeavouring,. by all the de- 
vices imagi'able, to fright the people from reading 
the Scriptures, have preſerved themſelves from thoſe 
inconveniencies they would charge upon us, is noto- 
rious enough toall the World. The Worthip they give 
theVirginMevy,is not inferiour tothat which was paid 
her by theColhriaians; and theretore 1t it were only ior 
this,l do not ſee how they canelcape the imputation of 
Hereſy, For Turciſm, I will not 1nquire what near 
approaches they may make unto it ; but 1 am ſure. 
they have a wonderful confidence 1n their Popes, and 
other Guides, that do not appear to have been divine- 
ly inſpired, any more than Mahomet. Judaiſm they 
exceed in the number and obſcurity of their Ceremo- 
nies ; and their whole Religion 1s nothing, elſe but a 
ſtranze medly of Paganiſm and Chriſtianity. A learn- 
ed Man, of their own Communion, has oblerved 
long ſince, that many, in his time, did worſhip the Sar, : 
aa otherwiſe than they did God himſelf ; and that he 4 
not ſee what difference there was in many things, verw! x; 
the opinion they had of the Saints, and that which the Ge-- 
tiles thought of their Gods, * What progreſs they ha - 
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made in Athes/m, T leave to be determined by thoſe 
Travellers, that have taken the exafteſt view of Rome, 
and Italy, and other places, where Popery has nor 
_ aſhamed to- ſhew it ſelf in its own proper 
dreſs. 

Thus all the Abſurdities they ſtrive to fix upon us, 
might be eaſily turned upon themſelves. But there 
cannot be any of thoſe ill conſequences drawn from 
our opinion , who make Scripture rightly underitood, 
the only Rule and meaſure of our Faith. 


I come now to conſider the Popiſh way of Interpreting 

Pag. 222 Scripture; and what is their Rule of Faith. T/axc tells 

us, that it is Scripture as Interpreted by the Pope and 

Cowuncil, or their Church. But he 15 as much miſtaken 

in their own Rule, as he was in ours, For they do 

Conc. Trid. not efteem the Scrzprure alone to be the adequate Rule 

4 of Faith, but think that part of it is contained in Us- 

"written Traditions. And then for the Interpretation of 

Scripture, he is deficient again ; for he takes no no- 

ibid. tice of the Unanimous conſent of the Fathers ; againſt 

which the Council of Trent forbids any Interpretation 

Nec eam [(cri- to be made. And Pixs the Fourth goes ſomething 

_ ., further, and commands the whole Clergy , and ail 
quam mt j 

ananimem con- Regulars, of what order ſoever , to take a formal 

ſenſum fm Oath, that they will /zterpret rhe Scripture , not only 

—— not agatnſt, but according to the unanimous conſent of the 

Bull.Pii.g. fu- Fathers. For what reaſon he did not think fit to make 

Ie J* mention of this, I cannor tell ; but we may ſee how 

; far his credit is to be depended upon, that has not on- 

ly foully miſrepreſented his Adverfaries opinion, but 

given a falſe and imperfeCt account of the known Do- 

ftrine of his own Church. But I ſhall not take any 

farther advantage againſt him for this, whether it 

were an ignorant, or a willtul miſtake. But —— 

ear 
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hear not only theſe idle Dielogae-mekters, but far more 
conſiderable men of the ſame Communion, perpetu- 
ally vauating of their ſure way of {zterpreting Scri- 
pture, and treating the Proteſtants with ſo much con- 
tempt; a man could ſcarce imagine any thing leſs, 
than that all the antient Popes and Fathers, and Conn- 
cils, were on their ſide; and that they were poſſeſſed 
of ſome Infallible Expoſition on the whole Bible, that 
ſhould preſently put an end to all Diſputes, by giving 
us the corn ſenſe of every controverted Text. 
This indeed might have been reaſonably expeRted af- 
ter {0 much boaſting, as we have had about it. But 
it muſt needs be a very ſtrange ſurprize, to find our 
{elves ſo miſerably diſappointed. For notwithſtand- 
ing all their confidence, and vain-glory,their Church, 
which would fain arrogate to it ſelf the ſole power 
of Interpreting Scripture , has not been pleaſed to ob- 
lige the World with any Authentick Commentary on 
the Word of God, in more than ſixteen hundred 
year There is not yet ſo much as one Manuſcript 
Cope! of ſuch a Writing to be found, in any Corner 
of all the Vaticav. If they have ſuch an incompara- 
ble Talent of Infallibility, as they are wont to talk of, 
let their Popes and Councils confider what account 
they will give of it ; and how they can be able to ju- 
ſtify themlelves, that have kept it ſocloſely wrapp'd 
up in a Napkin, for ſo many Ages. This is certain, 
whoever has, their Authors , that have given us an 
infinite number of huge Volumes of Annotations, and 
Commentaries on the Bible, have had bur little be- 
nefit by it. They may brag ſometimes of the Inter- 
pretation of the Church, but they are glad at laft, to 
make the beſt they can of thetr own. "They proceed 
in the ſame manner almoſt as we do, they apply them- 


ſelves to the ſame ſtudies, make ule of —_— 
they 
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they have the ſame differences of opinion, the- ſame 
uncertainty in ſome obſcure and difficult places; they 
have not the leaſt advantage here. except their conti- 
dence, above the poor, deſpiſed, fallible/ Hereticks. 
They cannot but be ſenſible enough of this, and there- 
fore I verily believe the wiſeſt of them could be con- 
tented to'part with that imaginary Interpretation of 
Popes. and Councils; it it were not tor the ſake of the 
ſecond Commandment, and ſome other paſſages, that 
look with a very ill Aſpe& upon the modern Roma- 
niſt,and are not to be outfaced by any thing; but ſuch 
Popes as Hildebrand, and ſuch Councils as that of T rewt. 
But I will briefly examine the matter, and ſhew, | 

I. That they have not any fuch Interpretation as 
they pretend to. 

II. That if they had, it would be as much expoſed 
to their own objections as ours is. 


I. 


That they have not any ſuch Izterpretation as they 
pretend to,. 1s very apparent, becauſe they have not 
yet been able to produce it; and it is well known, 
that the Scripture has never been Interpreted by Popes, 
and Conncils, and ſuch an unanimous conſent of Fathers, 
as muſt be ſuppoſed, if they ever hope ro ſupport 
their cauſe, by that Authority. Beſides, they them- 
ſelves have 1mpaired the credit of thoſe Teſtimonies 
they are wont to alledge; by their Indices Expurga- 
toris, and other Prattices. The Decreral Epiſtles of the 
firſt and beſt of their Popes, are all of them notorious 
Forgeries, They made an early attempt to falfify the 
Council of Nice, 1n.tayour of the pretended Juriſdiction 
of Rome, iand were reſolutely oppoſed , and ſhame- 
fully. deteQted by the' {frican Biſhops ; of which the 
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famous St. 4A«/#ix was one. In proſecution of the ſame 
deſign, they did indeavour, but in the laſt Age, to 
obtrude upon us, I know not how many Canons 
more, which they would have us believe, were found 
ſomewhere, 1a an antient Arabick Manuſcript. Nay, 
they have gone farther, and ventured to give us the 
Atts of ſome Comnrcils , that never were ; as that of 
Sinueſſa in particular : where they make Marcellinus 
tell a wiſe Tale ; only to exempt the Biſhop of Rome, 
from being judged by any Power upon Earth. As 
for the Fathers, they ſtrive to ſuppreſs , whatever 
they diſcover to make againſt them; of which we 
have a freſh inſtance, in St. Chry/ſo#tow's Epiſtle to Ce 
ſarius : They have publiſhed ſo many dubious, and 
ſuppolititious Writings, under their names ; they have 
expunged, and inſerted ſo many paſſages in thoſe that 
are genuine, that we might have juſt exceptions a- 
gainit the Witneſles they bring, if we were deſirous 
to-decline the Tryal. But notwithſtanding all the 
fraudulent Arts they have uſed, they have left us E- 
vidence enough ſtill to condema themſelves. I ſhall 
therefore go on to what I undertook to prove, that 
they have no ſuch Interpretation, as they are wont to 
boaſt of. 

1. Their Popes ſome of them have been accuſed, 
and convicted of Hereſy ; ſome of them have been 
men of looſe and Atheiſtical Principles, as the moſt 
learned and ingenious of their own Authors have 
confeſſed ;. and thoſe that have indeavoured it, have 
not been able to palliate their crimes. And I hope 
they will excule us, it we do not think our ſelves ob- 
liged to look upon theſe, as the ſoundeſt Interpreters 
of the holy Scripture. But theſe, and all the rett put 
together, have not gone about to explain one quarter 
of the ſacred Text, at leaſt in any of their Books thac 
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are now extant. And what excellent Expoſitors ſome 
of them have been, may be eaſily conjeQured, from 
the admirable applications they have made of ſome 
certain places, which they have had occaſion to pro- 
duce, for the confirmation of no leſs a point than their 
own boundleſs and unaccountable Authority. I ſhall 
ſeek no farther for inſtances, than the two celebrated 
Decretals, the one of Innocent the third, the other of 
Boniface the eighth. I will not take notice of Paſce 
Oves , which they both alledge, and urge it both to 


. the very ſame purpoſe ; and it 1s the place that is the 


moſt inſiſted on to this day , by the moſt zealous 


Decreral. lib. -Champions of the Papal greatneſs. But that which I 


1. Tit, 38. 
C. 6, 


Jer. 1.10, 


Decr. ib. 


take to be Innocent's own peculiar diſcovery, is the un- 
folding the Myſtery of the two great Lights, which 
he makes to ſignify the Pontifical, and the Regal Pow- 
er, and from hence he proves it undeniably, as every 
good Catholick would gueſs, that there is as much dif- 
ference betwixt Popes and Emperonrs, as there ts betwixt 
the Sun and the Moon. IT omit the Gloſſes upon this 
Expoſition, wherein they have indeavoured to find 


” out the exaCt proportion the two Powers bear the one 


to the other ; of which they have made ſeveral Cal- 
culations, according to the skill they had in Aſtro- 
nomy. There is another that 1s ſent us out of the 
{ame Forge, it is on that of Jeremy : See, I have this 
day ſet thee over the Nations, and over the Kingdoms, to 
root out, and to pull down, &c, Hetells the Greek Em- 
perour, to whom he writes, that he might have un- 
der ſtood the Prerogative of the Prieſthood, from that which 
was ſpoken, not by any one, but by God; not to a King, 
but a Prieſt ; not to one deſcended from the Royal, but > 


Sacerdotal Line; to wit, from the Prieſts that were in 


Aznathoth: and then he repeats the words that I have 
already recited, to ſhew the pre-eminence of the ſpi- 
ritual 
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ritual Power above the Temporal. Tznocent I believe 
was the firſt that ever attempted to prove this from 
that place; but his Interpretation was liked 1o well,that 
it has been taken up ſince by two of his Succeſlors. 
Boniface the Eighth makes uſe of it for the carrying Exeray. l. r, 
on the ſame delign ; and Pi the Fifth grounds his = by wg 
Declaratory Sentence againſt Queen Elizabeth, upon the coner, Eliz. 
ſame Foundation. Hereare no leſs than three Popes, 
if there be no more, that think they are inveſted, by 
vertue of theſe words, with ſuch a Power over atz- 
0ns and Kjngdoms, as it is certain Jeremy himſelf never 
had; which is as far from the mind ot the holy Pro- 
phet, as it was from his that inſpired him; But Bo- Extrav. ib, 
niface ſtrengthens this argument out of the New Te- 
{tament too, and will prove, that The inferiour [ſpiritual 
Power is to be judged by the ſuperiour ; but the ſupream, 
which we muſt know he thought was himſelf, canner 
be judged by any, but God alone, And how do we think 
does he make this out ? Why, the Text is clear, the 
Apoltle ſays, He that is ſpiritual juadgeth all things, but 1 Cor. 2. 15, 
he himſelf is judged of none. It will not be neceſſary | 
to inquire particularly how conſonant theſe ſenſes are 
to the true meaning of the ſeveral Texts; nor how 
agreeable to the antient and their own beſt Expoſitors. 
This little ſpecimen I have given, may be ſufficient 
to convince us, how far they had been to be truſted, 
if their Popes had Interpreted the whole Bible at the 
ſame rate. But, it may be, they will now tell us, 
they do not ſo much regard the Judgment of the Pope, 
unleſs it be in conjunftion with a Council. 
2. I ſhall therefore examine the Interpretation of 
their Councils, and ſee whether we may expett better 
fatisfaQtion from them. And before it can be reaſon- 
ably required that we ſhould give up our underſtand- 


ings to their determinations, there are a great many 
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conſiderable queſtions to be reſolved. What it is that 
makes Couxcils to be truly general? By whom they 
are to be called, and how confirmed ? When we may 
be ſecured that they proceeded Conciliariter? Whether 
they be Approbata, or Reprobata ? or partim Approbata, 
and partim Reprobata ? And if ſo, what part of them 
we are to receive, and what we muſt reje& ? Theſe 
and many more are but preliminary doubts ; which 
yet it is neceſſary to have ſubſtantially decided, be- 
fore we can come to the merits of the cauſe. And 
ſuppoſe we were able to overcome them, and clear 
our ſelves of theſe perplexities, which have always 
puzled the greateft men in the Church of Rome; yet 
our condition would be much the ſame, as to the 
main point; we ſhould be as far as ever ſtill, from 
the true underſtanding of the Scriptures; for all the 
help the Conrcils can attord us. For we know their 
Councils have hardly Iterpreted ſo much as their Popes. 
If all the places that have been expounded by all the 
Conncils, thoſe that we receive , and thoſe that rhey 
would impoſe upon us , were laid together, they 
would ſcarce exceed the length of an ordinary Chap- 
ter. Or if they ſhould happen to be ſomething more, 
they would all be but very little, in compariſon of the 
whole. And if we ſhould grant that that little was 
always rightly Izterpreted,they might then think them- 
ſelves ſufficiently aſſured, of ſo much as their (our- 
cils had already Explained ; but for all the reſt of the 
Bible, they would make it in a manner perfectly uſe- 
leſs. For by their own Principle, they muſt be as 
ignorant, and uncertain of the true meaning of it, as 
they periwade themſelves the Proteſtants are. But the 
trurch 1s, they are not ſo much concerned to have rhe 
Scripture underſtood, as to poſleſs the World with a 
ſtrong opinion of the obſcurity of” it; and: the great 

danger- 
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danger of mifinterpretation. And when they have 
got men 1nto the dark, and put them in a fright, 
they begin ro praiſe upon their'weakneſs ; and at- 
firm with the higheſt degree of confidence imaginable, 
that their Church, whatever it be, and none beſides, 
1s certainly intruſted with the grand ſecret of [zter- 
preting Scripture , though it has not yet been pleaſed 
to uſe it. But when they have once riveted this con- 
ceit in the fancy of their admirers, it will be eaſy to 
lead them about blindfold into ſuch Errours as they 
could never be guilty of; it they were permitted to 
read the word cf God, without a ſlaviſh fear of Here- 
{y and Damnation upon their Minds ; which they are 
made to believe, they muſt unavoidably incur, if they 
ſhould happen to apprehend any thing otherwiſe than 
their pretended Infallible Church requires. This is 
in ſhort the myſtery of the buſineſs: They make a 
mighty noiſe with the name of General Councils, not 
becauſe thoſe Councils they call {o, have ever declared 
unto us the ſenſe of the Scripture ; but becauſe, after 
the Decree is paſſed , they would have all men obli- 
ged, under the ſevere{t penalties, to wreſt the Scri- 
pture to the ſenſe of the Councils, This is that they: 
are wont to call Interpreting. 

3. Beſides this there is another thing which they 
have always in their mouths, and that 1s The unaxt- 
mons conſent of the Fathers; this they very confidently. 
aver makes for them, and according to this Rule they 
are fworn to Interpret the Scriptures, as I have alrea- 
dy intimated. Which lays the (tricteſt obligation .up+ 
on them, to be very diligent in reading the Fathers, 
and no leſs careful how they differ from them. How 
conſcientioully they have acquitted themſelves in both 
theſe reſpeCts,it concerns them to.conſlider, We know. 


that when the Fathers can be by no. means.drawn'toy,. 
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their ſide, they can treat them with the ſame con- 
tempt they do thoſe they eſteem Hereticks. But in- 
deed they c*r':0t be ignorant that there is no ſuch 
conſent of i. »crs, as their Oath ſuppoſes. This will 
appear beyond contradiction, 1t any one will but take 
the pains to conſult and compare any of theirWritings 
almoſt, that are ſtill extant, Thoſe that have not let- 
ſure, or abilitics tor this , may be cafily ſatisfied, if 
they do but look into Corxelrmns a Lapiae, or any other 
Popiſh Commentator , that /9metimes gives us the 
Interpretation of the ſeveral Fathers, They ſhall find 
them to agree in all Articles of neceflary Belief; but 
in the particular Explication of very many Texts, 
they will meet with fo great a variety of Opinions, 
that it is a wonder how the Church of Rowe can have 
the confidence to talk of ſuch a thing, as az nananimous 
Conſent, There is a known difference that happened 
between two of the greateſt and moſt learned of all 
the Fathers of the Latin Church, which might be e. 
nough alone to put an end to this diſpute. St. Hie- 
rome in his Comment on the Epiſtle to the Galatians, 
had affirmed, that when St. Paul withſtood St. Peter 
zo the Face, it was but a kind of a feigned reprehen- 
ſion ; for that, as he thought, St. Peter was not re- 
ally to be blamed. St. Auſtin oppoles this very zea- 
louſly. And the Controverſy was managed betwixt 
them for a conſiderable time, with a more than ordi- 
nary degree -of heat ; and for ought appears, they 
both perſiſted in their different ſentiments to the very 
laſt. Beſides this manifeſt diſagreement, there are 
many things to our preſent purpoſe, that might be 
obſerved from their manner of handling the whole 
Debate. St. Ezerome reckons up a great number of 
Authors, ſome Hereticks among the reſt, that had 
expounded the place, as he did. And ſays, he did not 

peremptorily 
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peremptorily define, but only recite what he. had 
read ; that he might leave it to the Judgment of his 
Reader, whether it were to be approved, or rejected. 
Which ſhews the great diverſity of Opinions there 
then was ; and that every man was left at liberty, to 
chuſe that which he thought the beſt. He likewiſe 
mentions St. Auſtin's ditiering from the moſt famous 1via. & ep.14. 
Interpreters, in his Explanation of the Pſalms. St, An- Epi. rg. 
ftin anſwers, that he had read none of his Izterpreters; 
but if he had been a man of much reading, he thinks 
he might have produced as many that might have 
been of his perſwaſion. However he appeals from 
them all to the Apoſtle himſelf; and declares plainly, 
that he will ſubmit to no Authority , but only that 
of the Canonical Scriptures. And he tells us in another xec Catholicis 
place, that If the Catholick Biſhops, the greateſt Fa- Facmr hee 
thers of the Church , ſhould chance to be ſo miſtaken, cus; forte at. 
that they ſhould entertain any opinion that was contrary to tuntur, ut comtra 
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them. He admitted of no Izterpretation that did not quid (entiane. 
agree with the plain ſenſe of the Text : He had regard 28; 4c Unic 
to the truth, and not to the perſons of men. In this PO 
very caſe of Interpreting Scripture , he commends the Aug. de Dod. 
Rules of Tychonirs the Donatiſt ; and abridges and in- <riſt. lib. z. 
ſerts them into the work he was writing on that Ar- 

gument. And when he had ſomewhere expounded a Id. Retra&, 
certain place, according to St. Cypriaxs,-and his own 11>. 2. c. 18. 
preſent Judgment, finding afterwards that this Tycho- 

ins had given a more probable ſenſe, he approves of 

it ; and makes no ſcruple tor prefer the Schiſmatick's 
Interpretation, before the Martyr's. Which he had 

never done, if he had attributed ſo much to the Au- 

thority of the Fathers, as the modern Romanilts pre- 

tend they do. Yet after all, wherever they can ſhew 


ſuch a conſent of Fathers, as they talk of, we are con- 
tented 


The Proteſtant and Popiſh Way ; 


tented readily to ſubmit unto it : becauſe we look up- 
on them as the beſt Witneſſes of what was the recei- 
ved Doctrine 1n their time, But then they of Rome 
can make no advantage of this; for it has been often 
proved, and they can ſcarce deny it, that in the Ex- 
plication of thoſe places they are wont to bring tor 
the Supremacy and Infallibility of their Church, and 
the other controverted points, the Unanimons conſent 
of the Fathers is clearly againſt them, . 

But ſince their Rwle of Faith is Scripture Interpreted 
by Popes, and (ouncils, and the unanimous cotſent of Fa- 
thers; it being well known, that the Scripture has ne- 
ver been ſo Izterpreted ; then inſtead of the moit cer- 
tain, which they vainly boaſt of, it is manifeſt, that 
they have no Rule of Faith at all. 
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But if we ſhould ſuppoſe, that they had ſuch a 
Rule, as they confidently pretend they have, it would 
be as much expoſed to their own objeQions, as ours 1s. 
Suppoſe the Popes and (Councils had ler themſelves (tu- 
diouſly about this great and important work, and gi- 
ven us an authentick Expoſition of all the Scripture ; 
and ſuppoſe there were that perfect agreement among 
all the Fathers and Antient Writers of the Church, 
which they think requilite to give us the true and un- 
doubted ſenſe, of all the obſcure paſſages in the whole 
Bible : Yet we ſhould meet with the fame diflicul- 
ties here, which they pretend our opinion is lyable to. 
For how could we be ſure that we ſhould be able to 
underſtand this -Expoſition , whatever it were, any 
better than we may the Scriptures themſelves? Why 
may not God expreſs his own mind as much to our 
Capacities, as any Man, or Aſſembly of Men? Or 

| if 
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if we ſhould allow that it was the Spirit of God, that 
{pake unto us by thoſe men , or thoſe Aſſemblies, 
whoſe Judgment they would have us follow ; how 
can we be aflured, that the Spirit ſpeaks more intel- 
ligibly in a Pope, a Father, or a Council, than it does 
in the Scripture ? It is beyond all doubt that ir does 
not. For though they pretend high, that this is the 
molt eftetual way to ſilence all Albers , and make 
the whole Chriſtian World of one mind ; yet it 1s 
apparent, that the number of Controverlies has been 
rather increafed than abated by it. The determinat1- 
ons of Cowncils, which are accounted the greateſt Au- 
thority , have been ſo far from putting an end to 
doubttul and vexatious Queſtions, that inſtead of 
that, they have been the occaſion of new Debates; 
and whereas there have been ſome differences about 
the Interpretation of Scripture, there have been others 
concerning the [zterpretation of Councils, The Council 
of Trent was that wherein the Church of Rowe ſhew- 
ed all the artifice and cunning, that could be poſſibly 
uſed ; and yet ſome of the moſt eminent Divines of 
that Communion, that were preſent at it, and had a 
great hand in drawing up the Canons and: Decrees 
that were there made , have afterwards diftered in 
their Judgments about them ; each one expounding 
them in favour of his own private opinion : And ma- 
ny ſuch Diſputes there are among the Romanitts 
themſelves, to this very day. Now when any ſuch 
happens to ariſe, whither muſt we repair to have the 
doubt reſolved ? If to the Pope, it is not ealy to have 
acceſs unto him ; and if that were done, many of his 
own Sons do not think his Judgment 1n the Cale to be 
{ufficient: If then we muſt make application to the 
Cowncil, there is none ſitting : and unleſs the face of 
things ſhould be mightily _ , many Ages my 
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may be paſt, before we are like to ſee another. Or 
if one ſhould chance to be called ſooner, if it ſhould 
proceed with the ſame Catholick gravity, that the 
laſt did, it will be near twenty year before they will 
bring things to an iſſue : Too long by much to be 
held in ſuſpence about a matter of Faith. But if it 
were ſafe, and we could be contented to ſtay ſo long, 
what benefit ſhould we have, at laſt, of all our pa- 
tience ? If we had the Reſolution of the Council, and 
the Confirmation of the Pope, we might be ill mi- 
ſtaken, as we had formerly been; and ſo on, without 
ever coming to an end. 'The whole matter in ſhort 
may be brought to this point ; If plain things can be 
underſtood , the Scripture may, becauſe it has been 
proved to be plain ; it they cannot, then Popes, and 
Fathers, and Councils, can be no more underſtood than 
the Scripture. I ſee no other way they can poſſibly 
clear themſelves of this difficulty, but by ſaying, as 
they do, that an Implicit Beliet is enough ; that is, 
a Believing as the Church Believes, though they can- 
not tell what that is, This 1s only Believing by Proxy, 
or rather a meer readineſs to Believe, if they knew 
what it was, that they were to Believe. A pretty 
device, to make the Infallibility of the Church an 
excuſe for the Ignorance of the-People ; but the ſu- 
reſt way that they have left, never to be miſtaken, 
is to be very careful to know nothing. 

I have now ſhewed that we may come to a right 
underſtanding of the Scriptures , in all things ne- 
ceſſary, in that way which the Proteſtants uſe ; that 
the Papilſts have no ſuch unqueſtionable Interpretation, 
as they would perſwade us they have; or granting 
they had, whatever they object againſt us, would be 
of the {ame force againſt themſelves ; whatever they 
lay againſt our Interpreting the Bible , will hold - 

| well, 
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well, againſt their Izterpreting their Interpreter. But 
* they know they have no ſuch Interpreter ;- and the- 
pains they have taken to extol the imaginary ſenſe of 
the Church, and decry the private Spirit, has been 
only to deterr the People from reading the Scripture, 
or elſe from preſuming to underſtand it ; - which, 
when all is done, will be found at laſt, to have been 
the greateſt Security of the Popiſh Caule. 
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r Grove's defence of the Church and Clergy of 

Emgland, wherein ſome of the common Ob- 

jections againſt both are anſwered, and the means of 
Union briefly conſidered. 

---- 'S Vindication of the conforming Clergy, from 
the unjuſt aſperſions of Hereſie, &c. In Anſwer to 
fome part of Mr. Fexk#n's Funeral Sermon on Dr. Sea- 
man; With ſhort refleQtions on ſome paſſages, in a 
Sermon preached by Mr. 7. S. on 2 Cor. 5. 22, 

An Anſwer to Mr. Lo»th's Letter to Door St1l- 
- lingfleet, in another Letter to a Friend. 

=---'s Reſponſio ad Nuperum Libellum qui inſcribitur 
Celeuſma , ſeu Clamor ad Theokagos Hierarchie Angli- 
cane, &C. 

--»-'s Defenſio ſue Reſpouſionis ad Celeuſma, &c. Ad= 
jeFa ſunt parallela Imparia, ſive Specimen Fidei Celenſ- 
matice. 

Roberti Grovit Carmen de Circuitione Sanguints ;, ad- 
jefta ſunt Miſcellanea quedam. 

An Anſwer to a late printed Paper given about by 
{ome of the Church of Rome, in a Letter to a Friend. 

Speculum beate Virzinis: A Diſcourſe of the due 
praiſe and honour of the Bleſſed Virgin, by a true 
Catholick of the Church of England. 

Dr. Henry More's brief Diſcourſe of the Real Pre- 
lence of the Body and Bloud of Chriſt in the celebra- 
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tion of the Holy Euchariſt, wherein the witty artifi-, 
- ces of the Biſhop of Meaux and Monſieur Mammboareh, 
are obviated, whereby they would draw in the Pro- 
reſtants to embrace the Doctrine of Tranſubſtantia- 
tion. | 

An Apologetical Vindication of the Church of Exe- 
land, in anſwer to thoſe who reproach Her with the 
Eogliſh Hereſies and Schiſms , or ſuſpe& Her not to 
be a Catholick Church upon their account. 

A Treatiſe in confutation of the Latia Service pra- 
Qiſed, and, by the Order of the Trext-Council, con- 
tinued in the Church of Rome. | 

A Diſcourſe concerning the Second Council of Vice, 
which firſt introduced and eſtabliſhed Image-worſhip 
in the Chriſtian Church, Anno Dom. 787. 

' A true and lively repreſentation of Popery, ſhew- 
ing that Popery is only new modelld Paganiſm, and 
perfealy deſtruQive of the great ends and purpoſe of 
God in the Goſpel. 

The Catholick Cauſe,or the horrid praftice of mur- 
- dering Kings, juſtified and commended by the Pope, 

in a Speech to his Cardinals, upon the barbarous Aſ- 
ſafſination of Herry the Third of France, who was 
ſtabb'd by Jaques Clement, a Dominican Friar. 

A Per{waſive to Reformation and Union, as the 
beſt ſecurity againſt the deſigns of our Popiſh Ene- 
mMies. 

Roman Catholicks uncertain, Whether there be - 
any true Prieſts or Sacraments in the Church of 


Rome, &c. . 
The Faith and PraQtice of a Church of Exgland- 


Man. 
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